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EDITORIAL 


‘T® response to Avtosrorr’s request as to whether 

or not regular trials drivers wished the present regu- 
lations changed showed that the “regulars” are over- 
whelmingly against any change whatsoever. However, 
many drivers added a rider to their postcards that they 
Wanted to see a definite ban on cut or mutilated tyres, 
and the publication by the R.A.C. of a permitted list of 
covers. Several also agreed with the banning of motor- 
cycle tyres on the front wheels. 

Nevertheless, the position does not solve the ever- 
increasing problem of the future trend of trials. One 
correspondent puts forward a possible reason for the 
recent decline in entry lists, and more or less argues that 
trials of today are organized solely for the benefit of a 
small percentage of the motor sporting pul This is 
undeniably true, but the fact remains that it is the solid 
support of the “regulars” which makes it possible for 
clubs to organize real tests of motor-cars by introducing 
extremely difficult hills. 

The same correspondent emphasizes the drift to rally 
type of events by disgruntled, would-be trials entrants. 
Does not this very fact prove that the modern sporting 
trial is as much a different branch of the sport as are 
speed hill-climbs and circuit racing? It would be a bad 
thing altogether if the building of specials was to be dis- 
couraged by framing trials regulations to exclude them. 
There is room for both normal road car, and special 
trials car events, with the last-named making the 
strongest appeal to the driver who regards trials-driving 
as his (or her) particular hobby. 

Autosport feels that trials car regulations should be 
as much a “free-for-all” as is possible, with strict 
serutineering to ensure the non-entry of dangerous or 
ridiculous machines. Our normal life is so bound up 
with Red Tape, that it would be pleasurable to know 
that in motor sport, at least, we have a certain amount 
of freedom from petty restrictions. 

° * . 


Tit proprietors of AUTOSPORT once again announce 
the staging of the very popular £200 British National 
500 c.c. Drivers’ Championship. To the driver who 
amasses the largest number of points in R.A.C.-per- 
mitted British circuit races will go the AUTOSPORT 
Trophy and £100. The runner-up will receive £50. 
The Avrosrort Trophy for Non-Series-Produetion 
Cars and £50 will be awarded to the driver of that type 
of vehicle who finishes highest in the completed table 
at the end of the season. One innovation is that 
separate points will be awarded for the best times at the 
all-S00 c.c. speed hill-climbs to be staged at Prescott. 

Undoubtedly the existence of the Championship adds 
zest to the 500 c.c. racing, and, as was proved last year, 
greatly assists race-organizers to obtain really repre- 
sentative entries. 

Autosport wishes every entrant “Good hunting” 
UR COVER PICTURE- 


SEBRING VICTOR: Harry Grey and the Frazer-Nash 
with which he and Larry Kulok won the International 
I2-Hours SportsCar Race on 19th March, at Florida, 


"THe Proprietors of Avrosront 
once again offer a prize of £200 
for the purpose of promoting a 
British 500 c.c. Championship, open 
to drivers in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, taking part_ in 
races organized on British soil. The 
prize will be awarded as follows: 
£100 cash and a Trophy to the driver 
who puts up the best performance 
in events run under R.A. 

and £50 for the runner-up: 
and a Trophy to the driver of a non- 
series-built 500 c.c. racing-car who 
puts up the best performance in 
similar events. 

Alll holders of British National or 
International Competition licences 
are eligible to compete provided their 
registration is received by first post, 
7th April, at the offices of AUTO- 
sporr. In no circumstances will non- 
registered drivers be included in this 
Championship. 

The system of scoring will follow 
closely the Road Racing Star 
awarded annually by the B.R.D.C. 
In other words, marks will be 
awarded according to the length of 
races, and only events of 10 miles 
and over will be considered. There is 
no limit as to the number of events 
in which competitors may run, but 
they must be organized strictly under 
International Formula 3 Regulations 
and be timed by approved appara- 
tus. The onus of claiming marks 
will rest on the competitors. 

Marks will not be awarded for 
events which take place abroad, as 
the proprietors of AUTOSPORT con- 
sider that this would give an unfair 
advantage to drivers who may have 
preferential treatment in Continental 
races. Events counting for marks 
commenced on 15th March, 1952, 
with the 15-lap race at Newtownards 
airfield circuit, and will finish with 
the Brands Hatch meeting organized 
by the Half-Litre Club on 12th 
October, 1952. A complete list of 
approved circuits will be found in 
the Championship Regulations. 

Competitors’ positions in the 
Championship will be published in 
Autosport every Friday during the 
season following events which count 
for marking. These positions will 


Full details of 
for 


of Marking 


be, of course, subject to revision if 
any protests from competitors are 
upheld. 

The method of claiming marks is 
as follows: (a) Claimants must ad- 
dress a postcard to reach the Editor 
of AuTosporT not later than first 

ast on the Tuesday morning follow- 
ing the event. The result of each 
race for which marks are claimed 
must be given, and the marks 
claimed clearly indicated. If bonus 
marks are claimed for a lap record. 
the timekeepers’ signatures must 
accompany the claim. The distance 
of each race must be included. 


The system of marking is:— 


For races of 10 miles and over, 
but not exceeding 20 miles—Ist, 3 
marks; 2nd, 2 marks: 3rd, 1 mark 
Over 20 miles, but not exceeding 30 
miles—Ist, 5 marks; 2nd, 3 marks; 
3rd, 2 marks; 4th, 1 mark. Over 
30 miles, but not exceeding 50 miles 

-Ist, 7 marks; 2nd, S marks: 3rd, 
3 marks; 4th, 2 marks; Sth, 1 mark. 
Over 50 miles, but not exceeding 75 
miles—Ist, 8 marks; 2nd, 6 marks: 
3rd, 4 marks; 4th, 3 marks; Sth, 2 
marks; 6th, | mark. Over 75 miles, 
but not exceeding 150 miles—Ist, 10 
marks; 2nd, 8 marks; 3rd, 6 marks: 
4th, 4 marks; Sth, 3 marks. All 
finishers, 2 marks. Over 150 miles— 
Ist, 20 marks; 2nd, 16 marks; 3rd, 
12’ marks; 4th, 10 marks; Sth, & 
marks. All finishers, 6 marks. For 
every official lap record put up dur- 
ing and still standing at the end of 
the meeting, 2 bonus marks. For 
fastest lap in any race counting for 
marks in the Championship, where 
no lap record is established, 1 bonus 
mark. 

Prescott 500 c.c. Hill-Climb Meet- 
ing.—Special points will be awarded 
for this first-ever meeting solely for 
500 c.c. cars, Best Time of the Day, 
6 marks; 2nd, 5 marks; 3rd, 4 marks: 
4th, 3 marks; Sth, 2 marks; 6th, 1 
mark. For every competitor who 
breaks the existing 500 c.c. class 
record for the hill. 3 bonus marks. 


The 
£200 BRITISH 500 c.c. 


the Highly 
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CHAMPIONSHIP 


Popul Annual 
3 Cars—Modified System 
pied 


REGULATIONS: 

(1) All entrants must be in possession 
of a current British National, or Inter- 
national Competition Licence: 

(2) Entrants’ cars must comply with 
International Formula 3 Regulations. 

(3). Entrants may drive any make of 
car for the Championship proper, bul 
claimants for the non-series-built cars 
award may not drive the following makes 
‘of vehicle: Cooper, Emeryson, J.P. 
J.BS., Kielt, D-B, Eifyh, Monopoletta, 
Arnoit, Mackson, or any make that has 
been advertised for sale as a series-built 
machine. 

(4) All events must be run on recog- 
nized circuits approved by the R.A‘ 
These are as follows: Borcham (Essex), 
Brands Haich, Brough, Castle Combe, 
Conington, Croft_ (Durham), _Dundrod 
(N.Ireland), Gamston, Goodwood, 
Ibsley, Jersey (St. Helier), Longside 
(Scotland), Mullaghmore (N.Ireland), 
Newtownards (N.Ireland), Silverstone 
GP. ireuits),” Charterhall 
(Scotland), idge Park (Scotland), 
Snetterton. 

(5) Races must be run under Closed, 
Closed-Invitation, National or Inter- 
national Permits. 

(6) A minimum number of six starters 
must be obtained before a race will 
count for marking. 

(7) All races must be from scratch. 
No form of handicap event will be 
qJlowed to count for marking, nor will 
events in which cars other than those 
conforming to the National S0® c.c. For- 
mula take par 

(8) The minimum distance for each 
All be 10 miles, and marks will not 
rarded for heais. In, cases where 
the results of heats are added to obtain 
the final results, marks will be awarded 
ont inal results. Consequently, the 
race distance ‘willbe regarded as’ the 
length of the heat or heats plus the 
length of the final. 

(9) Bonus marks for lap records will 
only be awarded if records are broken 
during actual racing. Special attempts 
on lap records will not count for marking 
purposes. 

(10) In the event of dead-heats, the 
marks which would otherwise be awarded 
to the next place-winner will be added to 
the marks allotted for the place for which 
the drivers dead-heated. e.g., the result of 
4-10 miles race is as follows: 1. Smith 
and Brown (dead-heat); 3rd, Robinson. 
Marks allotted for this distance are: Ist, 
3 marks; 2nd, 2 marks; 3rd. 1 mark. 
Therefore Smith and Brown will share 
a total of $ marks, and Robinson will be 
awarded I mark.” The same conditions 
apply to other places. 
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(11) In all cases, the results of races 
will be those issued by the organizing 
club. || Marks can only be awarded 10 
competitors who appear in the official 
Poe ee em 
when the race was declared at an end. 

(22). Entrants for the Championship 
must always be the drivers in events for 
which marks are claimed. Thus if Smith 
nominated Robinson to drive his car, 
marks could only be claimed by 
Robinson. 

(13) In meetings where there may be 
more than one race, entrants need not 
necessarily drive the’ same car. provided 
the car is indicated in the official pro- 

‘amme. In the event of an entrant 

iding to drive a different machine 
from the one entered, permission of the 
Stewards of | the ~Mecting must be 
obtained before the start of the race. 

(14) Entrants need not necessarily 
drive the one make car or same car 
throughout the season. However, marks 
claimed for the non-series-built cars 
award can only be awarded for races in 
which the non-series-built cars took part. 

(15) Protests as to marks awarded 
must be sent in writing to, the Editor. 
AUTOSPORT. Protests as to the results of 
races must be forwarded through the 
usual channels. In the event of a pro- 
test being upheld by the organizing club, 
or by the R.AC., marks will be amended 
accordingly. Disputes. involving mark- 
ing will be examined by the Editor of 
Avrosport, and if necessary will be the 
subject of ‘arbitration by a panel coi 
sisting of an official from each of the 
following | organizations: | B.R.D.C., 
BARC, Half-Litre Club, R.S.A.C. and 
Ulster A’. 


(16), Marks awarded to entrants will 
be published in AuTosPoxr every Friday 
following events for which marks can 
be claimed. 


(17) Closing date for entries for the 
“Autosport” National 500 c.c. Champion- 
ship is first post, Monday, 7th April. 
Entrants must give full" name and 
address, R.A.C. Competition Licence 
Number, and enclose a registration fee 
of 10s. 6d. The type of car should also 
be given, together with the make of 
engine. 

(18) In the event of two or more 
drivers finishing the season with the 
same number of marks, it may be neces- 
sary to arrange a special mateh race in 

ler to determine the winner of the 
Championship. If two or more drivers 
should tie for the non-series-built award, 
the same ruling may have to apply. 


APRIL SHELSLEY CANCELLED 


we Midland Automobile Club 
regrets that, due to insufficient 
entries, the International hill-climb 
meeting, which was to be held on 
26th “April, has had to be cancelled. 


UMOURED twin-o.h.c. Singer for 

Le Mans is a myth. ‘Truth of the 
entry is that it is a modified 1}-litre 
SM Roadster, entered by French 
agent Jacques Savoye and sponsored 
by the Singer concern. 


The new V-8 2- 
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lire Fiat made its début at the Geneva Show. A 


maximum speed of 125 m.p-h, ix claimed by the manufacturers for the 
standard sports coupé. 


ORDON SHILLITO will probably 

team up with Arthur Gill, 
Johnny Lockett and Gordon Bedson 
to race the new Macksons. 


EOFF DUKE, motor-cycling’s star 

rider, will almost certainly drive 
a DB3 Aston Martin in the B.R.D.C. 
Daily Express sports-car race on 
10th May and possibly at Good- 
wood on 14th April. 


ESLIE BROOKE and ex-dirt-track 

star Bill Pitcher are driving a 
Javelin in the Tulip Rally. “Brookie” 
plans to re-enter racing this year 
with something rather novel in the 
way of specials. 


[3 is, 20% gomfirmed that the Swiss 
GP. at Berne on 18th May will 
be for Formula 2 cars, over 60 laps 
of the Bremgarten circuit. An inter- 
national race for over 1,500 cc. 
sports-cars will be a feature of the 
meeting. 


FESTIVAL OF MOTOR SPORT 


FESTIVAL of Motor Sport, the 

first of its kind in Britain, will be 
sponsored by the Daily Mail at Bore- 
ham, near Chelmsford, during the 
Bank Holiday week-end _ next 
August. It will consist of two Inter- 
national meetings; one for cars on 
Saturday, 2nd August, the other for 
motor-cycles on Monday. 4th 
August. Many of Europe's star 
drivers and riders will be competing 


on the three-mile Boreham circuit 
for attractive prizes. 

The car meeting, at which the 
Daily Mail is offering a total of 
nearly £2,500 in prizes, will be 
organized ‘by the West Essex C.C. 
The motor-cycle event on Bank 
Holiday is being staged by the Auto- 
Cycle Union with the Chelmsford 
AC 

Chief attraction at the Inter- 
national car meeting will be a 200- 
mile Formule Libre race. The prize 
money for this event will be divided 
equally between the Formula 1 cars 
and those built to Formula 2 speci- 
fications. There will actually be two 
races in one, with a prize of £500 
for the first car home in each class. 

The free-for-all nature of this race 
will give the fastest Formula | cars, 
including Ferrari and B.R.M., a 
chance to have 
meeting will also include a 100-mile 
sports-car race, and an event for 
Formula 3 cars. 


0oK’s Autotravel Service are 

arranging air and rail tours to 
Le Mans for the 24-hours race on 
14th/15th June, each at under £25 
inclusive of ail transport, meals, 


and reserved seat at the race. 
Details from Berkeley Street, 
Piccadilly, W.1. 

in last 


Litre from Betty Hi 
week’s Correspondence columns 
made reference to her “PA” M.G. in 
the Paris-St. Raphael Rally. This 
should, of course, have read “PB”. 


THE BIG RALLY. 
R.A.C. International. Rally 


The route to be taken by the 
Great Britain, which starts from Hastings 


249 competitors in the 


‘and Scarborough next Monday, 31st March 


A BRIGHTER EARLS COURT 


S.M.M. and T. 


[.Aiition to the composite exhibi- 
tion of racing-cars at Earls Court 
next October during the Motor 
Show, the S.M.M. and T. has adop- 
ted a plan which will appeal to 
manufacturers and public alike. The 
rule specifying that only new cars 
may be shown on stands has been 
waived, and each manufacturer can, 
if wishing to do so, exhibit one car 
which has accomplished some par- 
ticularly notable feat. For example, 
if this had been permitted in 1951. 
Jaguars would have been able to 
show the Le Mans-winning Type C, 
Jowetts the R.I. Jupiter and so on. 
‘The car exhibited must, of course, 
be included as part of the total 
number of vehicles shown by each 


ces Several 
Motor Show 


individual exhibitor, and is not an 
additional machine. 

There is little doubt that the 1952 
Motor Show will make a wide 
appeal to the general public who will 
not only have the opportunity of 
studying new vehicles, components 
and accessories, but will be able to 
see actual racing-cars, and machines 
of outstanding merit. 

It is emphasized that the decision 
to introduce these innovations was 
taken entirely by the S.M.M. and T... 
who were not influenced by any out- 
side source. It is the intention of 
the organization to make the 1952 
Motor Show the most comprehen- 
sive and representative exhibition of 
post-war cars and accessories ever 
staged. 
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SPORTS- 
NEWS 


THE LONDON TROPHY RACE 
International Formula 3 Race at 
Brands Hatch on Easter Monda: 

AIN feature of the Half-Litre 
Club's race meeting at Brands 
Hatch on 14th April (Easter Mon- 
day) will be the London Trophy 
Race for Formula 3 cars to be run 
in a series of 20-lap heats and a 40- 
lap final. The number of heats will 
depend on the number of entries, 
but the 14 best placed competitors 
will be eligible for the final. The 
meeting will begin at 2 p.m. 
The prize fund includes £30 to the 
best placed foreign driver, and £20 
and £10 for second and third best. 


FANGIO AGAIN 
"HE second Gran Premio on the 
new “17th October” Autodrome 

at Buenos Aires was run off on 16th 

March, and resulted in another vic- 

tory for Juan Fangio and his 2-litre 

Ferrari. “Place-men™ were Mendi- 

teguy (1}-4litre Ferrari) and the 

Brazilian Landi (2-litre Ferrari), 

The two French Simcas were again 

unlucky, Manzon retiring a few laps 

from the end when lying second. 
whilst André Simon had incessant 
ignition trouble. 


RESULTS 
1, Fangio (Ferrari), 87.68 miles in 1 hr. 
mins. 23.9 secs. Menditeguy 


; 3, Landi_ (Ferrari: 
fa Romeo); 5, Cantoni (Maser 
‘ontes (Maserati). 


A combined gil radiator and cooler con- 

structed for the Connaught Engineering 

Co. Lid., by Gallay Lid, The unit is 

designed to bring the oil temperature 

down to approximately that of the water 
temperature. 


BANTED: The 


newest Cunningham has slimmer, sleeker line 


The 
adequate flow of air 10 ¢ 


front 
brakes. 


wings are cut high to ensure an 


AMERICA’S SPORTS-CAR CHALLENGE 


Improved Chrysler-Powered Cunningham a 


Threat to European Supremacy at Le Mans 


ROFITING from the experiences 

in the 1951 Le Mans 24 Hours 
race, the American Cunningham 
cars in their newest form embody 
many improvements, both in appear- 
ance and mechanically 

Briggs S. Cunningham, that 
hyper-enthusiast of Connecticut and 
sponsor of the marque, is sparing no 
effort in his aim to produce an 
efficient, high-performance _ U.S. 
built sports-car able to meet Ferrari, 
Jaguar and others on level terms 

‘The most obvious change is in the 
bodywork, which has lost its appear- 
ance of extreme solidity and now 
takes on a more graceful form 
somewhat reminiscent of the “Mille 
Miglia” Frazer-Nash. The chassis 
is of welded steel tube, the front 
suspension is by helical springs and 
wishbones, and the rear is de Dion- 
type, also suspended by helicals 

¢ hydraulic brakes of the Cun- 
ningham have been improved con- 
siderably to minimize brake fade 
over long periods of usage, the 
13-in. drums incorporating generous 
cooling fins disposed radially and 
projecting well into the air flow 


AIDS TO COOLING: Generous finnin 
‘on the Cunningham's brake’ drums 
designed to dispel heat rapidly 


Last year’s wire wheels have been 
replaced by magnesium disc-type, 
and the weight-saving all round is 
said to be considerable 

As before, the engine is a 5.4-litre 
V8 pushrod o.h.v. Chrysler 
Power”, developed to give 300 
b.h.p. at 5,200 p.m. Auto-lite coil 
ignition and four Zenith car- 


buretters are used. The drive is 
transmitted via a single-plate dry 
clutch to a S-speed gearbox. 

Three of these Cunninghams, 
designated the model C-4R, will 
compete as a team at Le Mans this 
year. In view of the performances 
of the earlier car in U.S.A. events 
after last year’s G.P. d’Endurance, 


iin 
ie] 


FIRE-POWER: The SA-litre | V8 
Chrysler engine of the Cunningham. 
with four Zenith carburetters installed. 


their potentialities must be reckoned 
upon seriously, 


SPECIFICATION 

Engine: Chrysler V8, 96.8 mm. x 92.1 
mm, $4247 cs. Piston areca 91-328 
8q. in, “Pushrod operated o.h.v. Com. 
pression ratio 7.5 to 1. Max. b.h.p. 
300 at 5,200 rpm. Four Zenith car 
buretters. Auto-lite ignition. Mechan- 
jeal and electrical fuel pump; 6-volt 
electrical system, 


Transmission: Single dry-plate clutch: 
S-speed gearbox. Rear axle ratio 3.36 
tol 


Chassis Details: Welded steel tube frame 
Helical spring. suspension; front by 


wishbone links, rear ‘de Dion 
“Oriflow” shock absorbers. Mag 
nesium disc wheels. 7.00 x 16-in 
tyres. Worm and roller steering gear 


17-in, spring steering wheel 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8 ft. 4 ins. 
Track, front, 4 ft. 6 ins. rear, 
4 ft. 6 ins. “Overall length, 155 ins 
Overall width, 64 ins. Overall height 
to scuttle, 39 ins. Fuel tank capacity 
50 galls.’ Ground clearance, 4 ins 
Weight, approx. 2,410 Ibs, 


“500s” AT MONTLHERY 


WE race meeting held on the 
Montlhéry “short circuit” last 
Sunday comprised three events. The 
first, for Formula 3 cars, was won 
by Piveteau’s G.D.C. ai_approxi- 
mately 50.5 mph. with Hardy 
(Hardy), Remisezeur (J-B.), and 
Bernadet (J.B.) taking next three 
positions. Michel Aunaud (750 c.c 
D.B.-Panhard) won the 750 cc 
racing class, and a Dyna-Panhard 
driven by Chancel was first in the 
750 c.c. sports-car class. 
Te, GP. de Paris, third round in 
he French Formula 2 Champion- 
ship of 1952, will probably be held 
at Montlhéry and not in the Bois de 
Boulogne as originally anticipated 


CONNAUGHT PRICE 
REVISION 
Conssvout Engineering have. 

vised the prices of their L3/SR 
model and chassis as follows :— 
L3/SR, Basic price £1,250, P.T 
£695 18s. I1d.; total £1,945 18s, 11d. 
Chassis, Basic price £750, P.T 
£209 Is. 8d.; total £959 1s, 8d. 
These prices actually constitute 4 
reduction on the previous ones 


URUGUAY RACE 
F 4810 did it yet again last Sunday 
by winning the 94-mile race at 
Piriapolis, Montevideo, with his 2- 
litre Ferrari. Second was Chico 
Landi driving a new 44-litre Ferrari 


provided by President Vargas of 
Brazil 


ACQUISITION: Mr. W. Lyons wishes “bon voyage 
the latter takes delivery of an XK 120 Jaguar coupé 
this car in the International Lyons-Charbonniéres Ralls 
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GERMAN %-LITRE: A cross-ection 

drawing of the new Formula 2 Veritas 

engine, 4 single orh.c, operates inclined 

Calves by. means of short push-rods 

Roller-beuring big ends ‘are a feature 

This engine will be seen in Ulmen's car 
at Silverstone on 10th May 


FOUND at the 500 MR.C.L Race 

Meeting at Newtownards on 
isth March—a Voigtlander _ lens 
hood. Apply to Wilson McComb, 
20 Slievedarragh Park, Belfast. 


to Stirling Moss as 
He will be driving 
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echnical & Otherwise 


MODEL CAR 
RACING 


N a recent article I believe that I damned the two- 

stroke engine with faint praise, It looks as though 1 
shall have to take some of that back, for on 15th March 
I saw several of these units developing 150 b.h.p. per 
litre! It was at Hubert Dees’s big garage, at Croydon, 
which had been temporarily converted into a model car 
racing stadium, and if the vehicles were miniatures, their 
performance was full-sized, to say the least 

Thad been invited to do a commentary on the show. 
and I was curious to see what it was all about. As 1 
knew that several racing drivers, including Rob Walker 
and Bob Gerard, were devotees of this relatively new 
sport, I watched with interest as the first car was 
attached to the steel cable, for this is the only way of 
ensuring that the racers circle the pylon, without running 
out of road. A few moments later, I was shaken to the 
core, for the sheer spectacle of these little projectiles at 
speed is quite shattering. The real experts stood around 
nonchalantly, but each time the virtually invisible sound 
and fury flashed past, I nearly lost my trousers in the 
slipstream. What on earth would happen if the string 
broke? One felt that an atom bomb would be mild by 
comparison. 

The cars are divided into four classes: 1.5 c.c., 2.5 c.c., 
$cc, and 10 ce. In the two smallest categories 
tiny diesel engines are used, but the larger motors have 
either normal spark plug ignition or else a device called 
a glow plug is employed. This is “hotted up” from a 
temporary battery, but as soon as the revs. mount, the 
glow is maintained by the heat of successive explosions 

The tiny compression- jon motors run on a blend 
of paraffin and oil as a rule, though all sorts of mixtures 
will do the trick. Eleven thousand r.p.m. is quite a 
common rate, and some go much higher. The spark 
and glow plug jobs consume methanol, to which a 
goodly proportion of castor oil is added for lubrication 
Nitromethane may also form part of the fuel, a small 
percentage markedly increasing the revs., though nobody 
can tell me why. The experts mix up the most elaborate 
formule, and some of their bottles certainly give off a 
very interesting aroma. 

Whereas the smaller cars haye British power units, 
all the really quick 10 c.c. machines have the American 
Dooling engine. One of these made the fastest run on 
the occasion in question, averaging exactly 120 m.p.h 
over a flying quarter mile. Mr. C. M. Catchpole, the 
owner, informed me that its ultimate maximum is a full 
130 m.p.h., which entails holding 20,000 r.p.m.—or 
be printed R.P.M. in this case? About 11 
. is developed, and the high scream of the exhaust 
most more than ear drums can stand 

Roadholding varies tremendously among the models, 
and appears to be influenced mainly by weight distribu- 
tion and the exact point of attachment of the cable. 
Any unsteadiness or bouncing promotes wheelspin, and 
this seems to be one of the greatest problems. Most 
constructors have tried independent suspension, but 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


A. Snelling, who won the Dees Challenge Cup with his 
15 ce. car at the Croydon meeting held by Hubert 
Dees Lid. (An Esso photograph.) 


have found that in these small sizes a completely rigid 
construction is best, with only the soft rubber tyres to 
provide the necessary “give”. 

Some of the models are meticulously accurate scale 
copies of real racing-cars, whereas others are elaborately 
streamlined machines with no resemblance to any proto 
type. Among the latter are some of the front-driven 
devices, which have all the machinery in the nose and a 
pair of trailing wheels with knife-edged tyres. A very 
lovely replica of the type 51 G.P. Bugatti was run by 
W. P. Jones, which even had the correct type of spring- 
ing, and working shock absorbers. Les Wilson, whom 
we have all seen attending real racing-cars on the start- 
ing lines of our bigger events, had a model of a 
Mercedes-Benz that went very well. There were several 
B.R.M., but George Thornton's 2.5 c.c. Lago Talbot 
was one of the prettiest cars in action, and did well over 
a mile a minute, too. A world record of 69.49 m.p.h. 
was established for the 14 c.. class, which is a simply 
marvellous performance 

This is very much a clubman’s sport, just as ours is, 
and even though only one car can run at a time it is a 
fine spectacle. Certainly the crowd seemed most 
enthusiastic at Croydon. Inevitably, however, one asks 
the question: is this only a delightful hobby, or can 
anything useful be learned? 

In the field of ignition, there may well be some 
lessons. Getting a contact breaker to “follow” on a 
20,000 r.p.m. two-stroke is one example of this, and the 
tiny high-tension coils are worth examination. There 
was a magneto of the revolving magnet type on one 
car, and that seemed to work very well, too. Actual 
engine design cannot tell us much, for the very fine 
results are largely due to a rigidity of construction that 
could not be approached in a full-sized power unit 

It is of interest that the two-stroke reigns supreme, 
but again the usual heat-flow problems are non-existent 
with such compact designs. As with “real” two-cycle 
motors, the fuel consumption is relatively enormous at 
full speed. Naturally. the burning of “dope” and castor 
oil produces a very nostalgic aroma. 

This week I have got a little bit off the beam, but 
I hope this peep into miniature motoring may be accept- 
able. Anyway, if you get a chance, go along and see 
for yourself, and T hope you will have as enjoyable an 
evening as i did. 


392 


PARRY THOMAS 


On Pendine Sands, A Quarter-Century 
Ago This Month, A Great British Driver 
Lost His Life 


"Twenrerive years ago, in March, 
1927, John Godfrey Parry Thomas, 
‘one of’ Britain's finest racing drivers, 
died on Pendine Sands while attempting 
to break the Worki’s Land Speed 
Record 
Born in Wales, at Wrexham, in 1887, 
he died in Wales 40 years later, leaving 
a rich legacy of memories to’ all fol 
lowers of motor-racing. Thomas was 
the idol of the Brooklands crowds in the 
mid-"20s, but he was more than a 
magnificent driver—he was a brilliant 
designer and technician, and a first-class 
Big, broad-shouldered and 
ly strong, possessed of daunt- 
less courage, Parry Thomas's sometimes 
forbidding appearance wholly belied his 
nature, for he was the most gentle and 
likeable of persons, and a great lover 
of children and animals. 
was phenomenal. Before 
the Kaiser War he worked on electrical 
installations, notably with the Siemens 
goncern, revealing something of a da 
Vinci versatility, designing an. clectric- 
ally-driven airship, an armoured road 
train, petrol-electric trams and. trains, 
rail ‘cars, electric transmissions and 
humerous smaller _ electro-mechanical 
devices. During the Great War he em- 
barked on the design of acro engines 
for Leylands, the famous commercial 
vehicle | manufacturers, producing — 
remarkable “Maltese " Cross” cight- 
cylinder unit embodying numerous 
novelties. After the Armistice he 
designed and produced the 7.2-litre Ley- 
land “eight” touring car, intended for 
the “expense no object” juxury market 
This car reflected its maker's boldness 
and ingenuity, featuring torsion bar 
assisted leaf springing with roll bar, leaf 
valve springs, overhead camshaft driven 
by coupled. ‘eccentrics, inclined valves 
and hemispherical heads. Iis_ smooth, 
silent and. effortless 145 bhp. and 
Thomas's nascent skill in high-speed 


LAST, JOURNEY: Parry 

‘Babs during the fatal at 

World's Land Speed Record, 3 
1927, 


Thomas and 


BROOKLANDS 
IDOL: Thomas's 
successes at Brook- 
lands with Leyland 
and Thomas Spe- 
cial cars between 
1922 and 1926 were 
innumerable 


* 


motoring set his thoughts to Brooklands 
tack aoe siotoe rach Wee f 

Luxury, nots was Leylands’ 
objective ‘in their new product, but they 
reluctantly yielded to his urgent persua- 
sion—and the racing career of J. G. 
Parry Thomas began. It started incon- 
spicuously at Easter, 1922, with trans- 
mission failure on’ the fine, but in 
nsuing events Thomas rapidly estab- 
lished himself as a Brooklands star, 

Races fell to the Thomas-Leyland 
combination like leaves in autumn; 
his realm was the Outer Circuit, 
where he raced the Leylands, a 40 h.p. 
Lanchester, fl, and later his 
wonderf tre Thomas Specials. 
The international speed records of all 
stances he amassed were legion, and 
inevitably he turned to the greatest goal 
of all, the World's Land Speed record, 
acquiring for the purpose the monster 
27-litre | Liberty _aero-engined, chain: 
driven Higham Special, built in 1923 
for Count Louis Zborowski. Parry 
Thomas rebuilt the car into “Babs”, and 
in April, 1926, four years to the month 
after his début in motor-racing, he took 
it out on the Pendine Sands, Carmar- 
thenshire, to attack Segrave’s 152.33 
mph. record, achieved at Southport 
with the 4-litre Sunbeam. 


ity of her com- 
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and in two successful, essays Thomas 
became the new World's Record holder 
at 171,02) mph. over the kilometre. 
Then that indefatigable record seeker, 
Capt. Malcolm .Campbell, snatched 
“Babs's” record away in January of the 
following year with a speed of 174.8 
m.p.h., whereupon Parry. Thomas lost 
no. time in returning to Pendine to 
retrieve the honour. His great white 
car had been further cleaned up, and on 
3rd March, 1927, he made the ‘attempt 

Luck was against him from the start, 
for he put up two very fast runs only to 
receive the galling news that the timing 
apparatus had failed and he would be 
obliged to repeat them. His third run 
was his last. He had reached a speed 
of over 170 mph. when the offeside 
driving chain broke, smashed its way 
through the body "side and struck 
Thomas's head. “The car slid wildly, 
somersaulted and slewed crazily to a 
halt, its dead driver still in the cockpit 

They buried the wreckage of “Babs” 
where she stood, erecting a cairn to mark 


the scene of the tragedy. Later, alas, 
the spot was levelled by irreverend 
golfers who sought to improye their 


course. Even so, in the hearts of those 
who knew him,’ or knew of his great 
achievements, the memories of that 
great man, who died so violently 25 
years ago, lived on still CP. 
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TONY RUMFITT’S “DOUBLE” 


Vietory For Cotton Driver in the Colmore and M.G. Chilterns Trials 


THE “COLMORE” 


‘TF the seasons are indeed changing 
was proved on Saturday last when 
the Colmore Trophy Trial was held in 
the North Cotswolds under a bright blue 
sky, more reminiscent of late spring 
than customary Colmore weather which 
for a number of years has been wet 
indeed. To the organizers this was a 
bit of a blow as although they had been 
successful in finding six brand new hills 
out of the total of 10, even those, 
difficult though they were, were not 
equal to a combination ‘of summer 
weather and the current trials special. 

Shipston-on-Stour was again the scene 
of much activity shortly after 9 a.m. 
when early starters. presented themselves 
for scrutineering, during which the only 
shower of the day occurred. That this 
would not have the effect the organizers 
required was obvious when the early 
numbers, led by Lew Tracey (1,172 
Dellow 'S.), arrived at the first. hill, 
Weston Wood, and made casy work of 
it, Weston Wood is quite a long hill 
which commences with a medium 
gradient on an adverse camber lined 
with trees. At thie half-way point it 
turns sharply ieft and then, after a right- 
hand turn, climbs steeply on a somewhat 
firmer surface to the top where the 
radient is of the order of one in three. 

"ew competitors stopped low down, most 
failures occurring in the last section. 
One or two failed here through trying 
conclusions with a somewhat awkwardly 
situated tree at the very summit, Sur- 
prising failures were Gilbert Best (1,200 
Austin S$.) and Bill Sleeman (1,172 
Sleeman), 

From here the route led to the grou 
of hills at Fish, near Broadway, first o! 
which was “Fish Hairpin” as used last 
year, As a result of the good weather, 
clean climbs were the order of the day. 
and Godfrey Imhof (1,250 Imhof Spl. 5.) 
made a particularly’ meteoric climb 
described by Ken Rawlings as reminis- 
cent of “a jet-propelled crab"—this due, 
presumably, 10 the all-independent sus: 
pension of ‘this motor-car. Fish IL was 
also much easier than in previous years. 
Immediately after these two sections 
followed the first driving test, a figure 
of eight, half of which competitors were 
asked 10 cover in a forward direction 
and the other half in reverse. The best 
time was. put up by Lou Oliver (1,172 
Oliver) in 34.6 secs 

fer a breathing space, competitors 
next headed for Guiting Wood, a new 
hill with a surface of Cotswoid clay, 
fairly straight until just short of the top 
where it turned sharply to the left on 
a stiffening gradient. Here again the 
havoc with Sunbac ex- 


‘several 
pia 


A. surprisi 
lure for this reason was Pat Atkinson 


(1,225 Atkinson), while last__ year’s 
Premier Award winner, Ron Faulkner 


(1,192 Paul) literally shaved the pylon 
but just avoided a failure. 

‘On the next hill, Corndean, there were 
few failures despite the placing of the 
start nearer the gradient than had been 
intended. _Postlip, previously used in 
Colmore Trophies and the scene of a 
timed climb, came next and after that 
across country to the Royal Oak at 
Gretton where Sunbac had arranged 
refreshments for competitors before they 
set off to Stanway Wood where was 
situated the second driving test. This 
took place at the junction of five tracks 
all of which contained lines which had 
to be crossed, the surface being fairly 
loose but with a hard foundation, Thi 
was quite entertaining, one Dellow 
ponent removing his wing in an ar 
ment with a sapling and upon_immedi- 
ately reversing, ran over it! The best 
time was put up by Tony Rumfitt (1,1 
Cotton 11) in 29.8 secs. From here it 
was but a few yards to Jackdaw, a 
very short, very. steep section com: 
mencing with a left-hand hairpin and 
followed immediately by a right-hand 
one, all on a gradient of one in three. 
The main snag here was the width of 
the hill at the top, considerably less 
than at the start. Owing to the gradient 
it was impossible to. see one’s position 
exactly on. emerging from the right-hand 
turn and it was, therefore, a matter of 
good judgment on the part of the driver. 
This hill would be a real stopper in the 
wet and as it was, entirely dry, it failed 
more than 50 per’ cent. of the entry. 

Returning to Fish, two fresh hills had 
been marked out, both somewhat shak- 
ing to those who did not know Fish 
particularly well, but in point of fact 
they did not present very much difficulty 
under the dry conditions. It was, there- 
fore, with somewhat of a shock that 
competitors found that the final hill, 
Dovedale, was giving trouble. Its shel- 
tered position had ensured that it did 
not dry out so quickly as the other 
sections, while a last-minute change in 
the layout of the hill paid dividends. 
Dovedale is a. steep climb up a hillside 
between trees including a sharp left-hand 
turn up a bank off the road, a more 
gradual right-hand turn and a’final left 
hairpin up to the finish. In the end only 
12 clean climbs were registered and it 
was here that Jim Appleton (1,172 
Appleton) lost the Colmore Trophy as 
he had up till then a clean sheet and 


the lowest aggregate test time. 
the successful were W. HL 


Special (with retractable front wings!) 
A number of people tried conclusions 
with trees. the award for the highest 
climb in this way surely being awarded 
to B. J. Bodenham in his Dellow. There 
is no doubt that. in Dovedale, Sunbac 
had found a hill which under the most 
unsuitable conditions very conclusively 
sorted out the award winners. 

The general concensus of opinion at 
Shipston at the finish was that the course 
had been a good one and that the fortu- 
nate inclusion of Dovedale had com- 
pensated for the vagaries of the weather 
elsewhere. 

Admittedly there were 10 clean sheets 
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at the end, but on a day when the mud 
was literally hard in some sections of 
the route even this number can be 
regarded as something of a triumph. 
RESULTS 
The Colmore hy (Best Perform- 


ance): Tony Rumfitt (1. 
‘0 marks lost; test time, 86.0. 


Rhode Cup (Under 1,300 c.c. U/s.): 
L. J. Oliver (1,172 Oliver), 0—86.4, 


Shell Cup _, ce. U/s, and 
1,300 cc. S):" Wally Waring (1,196 
W.H.W. Dellow S), 6, 


Team Trophy, “Southern 
“Waring, Rumfit and Ron 
wulkner (1,192 Paul). 
Class Awards: Michael Lawson 
(1,172 Lotus), 090.2; H. | Sinclair 
Sweeney (1,442 Jezebel $), 0-95; God- 
frey Imhof (1,250 Imhof S), 0—95.8; 
Rex Chappell (1,172. Cotton), 0—96: 
Ted Spence (1,172 Spence), 0—102.2; 
E. J. Chandler (1,172 Chandler _), 
91062; Alan Day ‘(1.199 Spence Vi} 
rule te, amin 

leton "(1.172 Apple: 
on Faulkner “(1,192 


EDR. 


THE M.G. “CHILTERNS” 
ort and his Cotton were at 


wing day, im the 
ierns Trial organized by the S.E. 
Centre of the M.G.C.C. Here again the 
weather had left the course too dry, and 
of the sections only Platt’s Meadow gave 
any real trouble. 

'wenty-one starters gathered at Little 
Ga amongst them C. D. F. 
Buckler, Alf Morrish, S. Pipe and J. 
Tucker’ Peake, running his Scarlet 
Runner in the’ Novice class. Only 10 
drivers completed the course, Rumfitt 
coming out on top to win the Salmons 
Trophy as P.A., whilst six competitors 
carried off first Class awards. T..C. Horn 
was the best novice, driving ‘his stan- 
dard TC M.G,, and’ Alf Morrish with 
his familiar blown 939 cc. M.G. gained 
the Banana Trophy. : 


RESULTS 

Salmons Trophy: Tony Rumfitt (1,172 
Cotton). 

Banana Trophy: 

MG. S). 

Duckham Trophy: T, C. Horn (M.G). 

Invited Clubs’ Trophy: A. C. Wood 
(Dellow). 

First Class Awards: N. H. Overton 
(Overton); Derek Buckler (Buckler); S. 
Pipe (Ford); C. F, Crossby (Vauxhall); 
D. D._ Render (PSB); J. Tucker 
Peake (Scarlet Runner). 

M.G.C.C. OF IRELAND TRIAL, 
Groves Cup (8th March) 


Alf Morrish (939 


GOODWOOD 


Excellent Ray at Members’ 


‘ar Lap 
t Falls 
to Oscar Moore (H.W.M.-Jaguar) 


Saturday the opening meeting at 
Goodwood for B.A.R.C.  sports-car 
owners attracted a big crowd of en- 
thusiasts and resulted in some first-class 
racing. The inclusion of a . 
between Woodcote Corner and the 
grandstand straight added spice to the 
racing, and put something of a premium 
on driving ability 

Main highlights of a memorable after. 
noon were the startling performances of 
Cliff Davis's Cooper-M.G. and Oscar 
W.M._ hybrid, the 
of Scotsman’ Bill 
Dobson (Jaguar), the verve of newcomer 
H. A. Mitchell (Prazer-Nash), and the 
inspired driving of Les Leston (Lester 
M.G,) in a handicap event. 


Les Leston, Formula 3 exponent. going on to win Handicap Event D in 
the “Monkey Stable” Ve-litre Lester-M.G. 
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Event 1 was a five-lapper for unsupe 
charged machinery up to 1,100. cc. 
After a brief challenge on the part of 
Len Gibbs (Riley) and Jim Sparrowe 
(Morgan), Mick Hawthorn (Riley) took 
charge on the second lap and won 
exactly as he pleased, nearly 22 sees. 
ahead of Gibbs, 

The second event was for 14-litre cars, 
d_was dominated from start to finish 
Cliff Davis (Cooper-M.G.) who estab 
lished a Tong lead, and then eased up to 
win by 13.6 secs. from Jim Ma 
(Lester-M.G.). Mayers, after stall 
the line, came right through the field, 
driving minus his brakes, Rather sur 


(Left) A grandstand view of Woodcote 


Gorner. 
(Below) "To think that 1 should ever see 
etc J. Goodhew's Lagonda, just 


after it parily demolished the hedge at 
the new ch 


prisingly both M.G.-engined cars out 
paced Ken Downing’s Connaught, of 
which great things had been hinted at 
during the close season. 

Race 3 (1,500-3,000 c.c.) provided 
shock for ail when newcomer H. A. 
Mitchell. in the ex-Crook Frazer-Nash, 
headed Tony Crook in his latest car, and 
Dickie Stoop in the Mille Miglia 
Crook fell out with a broken fuel pump, 
leaving Mitchell to win by just over 3 
secs. from Stoop. Tasker in a Healey 
came home in third place ahead of de 
Edwards's similar car. 

‘On paper, the over 3-litre race looked 
to be a good thing for Guy Gale and 
his famous Darracq, as Oscar Moore's 
H.W.M., with Jaguar engine installed. 
had ‘not gone particularly quickly 
practice, and little was known of the 
Ecurie "Ecosse . entrant Bill Dobson 
(XK 120 Jaguar). Right from the start. 

© made the running. but he was hotly 
pressed by Dobson who emerged as an 
extremely’ polished performer with a 
very fast car. Oscar Moore then began 
to get the feel of his hybrid, and 
rocketed past Dobson on the straight 
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The last-named, however, closed _u 
again on the corners, only’ to fall bacl 
when the full acceleration of the light 
F.W.M. made itself felt. Meanwhile 
the Darracq. had a plug lead come 
adrift, and Moore swept into a lead he 
hever'lost. Dobson made a magnificent 
iast-minute effort to overhaul him, but 
the acceleration of the H.W.M. coming 
out of the chicane told once mor 

the Scotsman finished just 1.8 secs, in 
arrears, with the crippled Darracq in 
third piace, 

E. 'C. C, Harewood's well-prepare 
supercharged PB. M.G, won 
handicap event from the 24 secs. m 
catching G. V. Coles's 750 cc. M.G. 
fone of the two limit men—on the last 
fap. “The second race was made exciting 
by the tremendous effort of Cliff Davis 
(Cooper-M.G:) from. the. 36, secs. mark, 
to catch J 
Die Aston Martin 


‘k Fairman in Stewart's 
Undoubtedly the 


handicappers made Fairman a present of 
this race, by giving him 84 secs, start 
over the ‘scratch car. Nigel Mann's 2.6- 


litre Alfa Romeo. Davis drove to such 
purpose that he reduced — Fairman's 
Advantage from 48 secs. to 13.8 secs. at 
the finish, and in so doing lapped at 
75.79 m.ph., a time which was equalled 
by Mann's supercharged Alfa. Light 
relief was provided by J. Goodhew, who 
went hedging at the chicane with his 
red 4t-litre’ Lagonda, and emerged 
Covered from bonnet to tail, with most 
of Johnny Morgan's prized foliage. 

In the next race, A.D. Tasker and 
D._A.__W. Jacobs were uncatchable in 
their Silverstone Healeys from 68 secs. 
and 75_secs. marks respectively. Mitchell 
in the Frazer-Nash hurtled round at high 
velocity, lapping at 76.32 m.p.h. in the 
process, and just failed to catch the 
winning Healey, finishing | sec. behind 
the ‘second man, Jacobs: | Dobson out: 
stripped the remaining Jaguars, but. jus! 
failed. by’ fraction to catch Downing’s 
blue Connaught 

Event’ 8 produced some purposeful 
driving by ‘Les Leston  (Lester-M.G)) 
Who became involved in a race-long duel 
with Goodhew’s big Lagonda. It was 


Guy Gale (Darracq) entering the new 
chicane, tailed by P. E. B. Stewart's 
‘Aston Martin in Handicap Event D. 


Personalities—(A bove) 
son of Ecurie Ecosse, and Ki 
Tonnaught driver, 
Phillips's Camera. 


Wilkie 


Wilkin: 
Downing, 
for Georg 
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Multum in Parvo: The 34-litre XK 120 
Jaguar engine installed in Oscar Moore's 
two-seater H.W.M. 


most entertaining to watch the big red 
machine tailed and finally passed by the 
little green “car. Nigel Mann (Alfa 
Romeo) took rather more than his share 
of road at Madgwick, and finished up on 
the grass. Oscar Moore came through 
in a tearing hurry, setting up a course 
record (revised circuit) at 76.73 m.p.b.. 
and by the narrow margin of 0.4 sccs 
was beaten by Goodhew to second place 

The final race seemed 1o be a cect. for 
Harewood in his blown PB M.G. from 
the 75 secs. mark, but. re-handicapping 
to 42 secs. made the knowledgeable look 
around for another likely winner. Quite 
4 number of people rather fancied the 
chances of ‘Tony Stokes in. Manduca’s 
pre-war SS 100, for practice times around 
the 2 mins, mark indicated that Stokes 
wasn't exacily hanging around. As it so 
happened, Stokes drove the veteran car 
to the limit of its capabilities, came 
through the field from the 25 sees, mark, 
drawing away from Downing’s Con 
naught and Symondson’s 3.3. Bugatti in 
the process, and won by 1.6 secs. from 
Harewood, who had. every’ right tobe 
surprised when a pre-war Jag 100 passed 
his very hot blown PB on the last lap. 
But for Stokes's very fast cornering, the 
race would have been a gift for Hare- 
wood—even allowing , for his greatly 
reduced handicap. 

Altogether a delightful day 
in real “Glorious Goodwood”  weath 
Paddock folk were delighted to se 
Brian Shawe-Taylor walking around, 
looking unfamiliar in a beret, in place 


of raci 


of that well-worn cap he ' formerly 
RESULTS 
S-lap Scratch Races 
Up to 1,100 cc. U/st 1, Mick 


thorn (Riley), 11 mins 6.4’ secs.; 2, Len 
Gibbs (Riley); 3, Jim Sparrowe 
(Morgan); 4, E, W. Cuff Miller (Riley), 
Won by 21.6 secs at 64.86 m.p.h. Fastest 
lap, Hawthorn, 66.87 mph, Also 
started, C. le S, Metcalfe (Fiat), C. Treen 
(Treen-Riley), \B. A. Stafford (M.G.), 
R. J.B. Gentry (MG) and No 
jelyer ( 


(Cooper-M.G.}, 9 mins. 58° secs.; 2, 


396 


O. E, Simpson (Allard) leading P. R. W. Jackson (Allard) in a five-lap 


seratch race. 


Goodwood Resalts—continued 
Mayers (Lester-M.G.); 3, Ken Downing 


(Connaught); 4, W." R. Croysdill 
(Lamgia). Won ‘by 13.6 secs., at 72.24 
mp. 


Fastest lap, Davis, 73.72, m. ph 
Also started, Mrs. R. B. Gibbs (H.R.G.), 
G.N. Tughan (M.G.), M. R.G. Llewellyn 
(MG), T, AM. Pigott (MG), P. B. 
Merritt (M.G),_W. Robinson 
Gupiten, TW.” Dargue (M.G), F 
Gammon (M.G), D. M. ‘skal 
(LRG) 

1,$00-3,000 ce, U/ss 1, H. A. Mitchell 
(Frazer-Nash), 9 mii 
Biacie Stoop (Frazee-Nashy, 350A" B. 
Tasker (Healey); 4, J.B. de Edwards 
(Healey), Won. by 5.2 Fastest 
fap, at'75 mph. by Mitchell, Crook and 
Stoop—all Frazer-Nashes. Also started, 
Tony Crook (Frazer-Nash), A. E. Hely 
(Frazer-Nash), C. A. S. Brooks (Healey), 
D. H, Sessions (Healey), D. A. W. 
Jacobs (Healey), R. F. Collinson (Aston 
Martin). 

‘Over 3,000 c.c. U/s: 1, Oscar Moore 
(HAW. MJaguar) (9 mins: $72 secs; 2, 
Bill’ Dobson Gaguar), 3, “Guy Gale 
(Darracq); 4, R. C. Symondson (Bugatti). 


Won by 1.8 secs. at 72.36 m.p.h. Fastest 
lap, Moore, 75.39 mph, Also started, 
na ane S.J. Boshier 
Gay jomas (Jaguar), R. A. 
Pane (Allard) 3, B Swit Gaguay, ©. B 
Simpson ( lard), L. F. Manduca (SS 
Jaguar), P:R. W. Jackson (Allard). 
Handicap Races 


Event AP Eee. Harcwood (PB 
'S), recd. 24 secs. 11 mins. 34.8 


G. Llewellyn (TD MG), 
J.’ M. Sparrowe (1,098 Mor: 
gan), #7 secs. Won by 0.2 sec. at 67.29 
Muph. "Fastest lap, Harewood. 69.12 

ted,” 1. Gibbs (Riley), 
sc i S), 2 secs! 
Eric's. Metcalfe (995 Fiat), 17 secs 
Nirs. RB. Gibbs (1! H.R.G), 17 secs 
C.“Trecn (1,089 ‘Treen-Riley),, 21. secs. 
E,W’ Cuff-Miller (1,089 Riley), 28 secs: 
5 Rolie (PB. M.G), 37” scx; P. 
Desoutter, G. N. Tughan, T. A.M. 
Pigott, A. H. A. Pilkington (all 1.250 
MiG), 37 secs; M,C. Sleep (1,074 
HRG), 42 secs Ro. B. Gentry (747 
M.G)), 77 secs. 


Their duel was a feature of this race. 


Event B: 1, Jack Fairman (1,949 Aston 
Martin), reed. 84 secs... 10 mins, $3 secs.s 
2, Cliff’ Davis (1.467 Cooper-M.G.), 36 
Stes; 3, D. M. D. Blakely (If H.RG.), 
74 secs; 4, Nigel Mann (2,600 Alfa 
Romeo 8), scr. Won by 13.8 secs. at 
70.02 mph. Fastest lap, Davis and 
Man, 75.79 m.ph. Also. started, J. 
Goothew (4.500 Lagonda, 24 sect. F. B. 
Merritt (1,426 M.G.), 36. secs; W. H. 
Robinson (1-486 Jupiter) 39 sccn; T. W- 
Dargue (1,436 M.G.), SI secs.; J.C. G. 
Gilbert i} H.R.G), 79 secs; Ho B. 
Stutchbury (1,250 M.G.), 99 secs; A: 
Marsh (1,496 Alvis), 120 secs. 

Eyent C: 1, A. D. Tasker (2.4 Healey), 
reed. 68 secs, 10 ‘mins. 35.8 secs; 2, 
D. A. W. Jacobs (2.4 Healey), 75 secs’; 3, 
H. A. Mitchell (1,971 Frazer-Nash), 23 
secs; 4, Ken Downing (1} Connaught), 
35 secs, Won by 3.8 secs. at 68.68 mph. 
Fastest lap, Mitchell, 76.32 m.p.h. Also 
started, J. R, Stoop (1,971 Frazer-Nash), 
17 secs; D. A. Hely (1/971 Frazer-Nash), 
23 secs.; Bill Dobson (Jaguar), 23 secs.: 
Bill Black Jaguar), 28 secs; S.J. 
Boshier (Jaguar), 28 secs; G. E. Thomas 
Gaguar), 28 secs.; J. B. de Edwards (2.4 


Healey), 57 secs: C. A_S. Brooks (24 
68 secs; RG. Whalen (24 


Healey), 
Healey), 
Event 


sees.; 4, A. C, Whincop (3.3 Bugatt 
secs.” “Won by 3 secs, at 73.22 
Fastest lap,, Moore, 76.73 mop.h, (fastest 
lap of the day and course record). Also 
started, Guy Gale (3.9 Darracq). 16 
secs; Nigel Mann (2.6 Alfa Romeo S.), 
26 secs; J. B. Swift Gaguar), 33 secs. 
Eric Thompson (3.5 Delahaye), 36 secs.: 
©. E. Simpson (3.9 Allard), 40 secs.; Jack 
Fairman (3.6 Abbott-Bentley), 55” secs.; 
J. A. Young (24 Healey), 70 secs: 
P._A. B. Stewart (1,949 Aston Martin), 
rehandicapped from 110° secs. to 45 
secs. 

Event E: 1, Tony Stokes (3,485. SS 
Jaguar), reed.” 25 secs., 11, mins. 25.8 
secs; 2, E. C_C, Harewood (939 MG. 
S), 42 'secs.; 3, R. F. Collinson (1,950 
Aston Martin), 45 secs; 4, Ken Downing 
(Connaught), 5 secs. Won by 1.6 secs 
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at 7059 mj 


Fastest lap, Downing, 
73.59" mph. Also started, R. C 
Symondson’ (3.3 Bugatti). scr. 
Wilmhurst (44 Bentley), 30 secs.; T. W. 
Dargue (1d M.G), 42 secs; J.D. 
Wotherspoon (2.6 SS Jaguar), ‘55’ secs.: 
E.N. Petch (2.6 SS 100), A. S. Lusty 

3 R. E. Greene 
3’ W. PU. Con- 
stable (1.250 M.G.), 90 secs.; J, Foreman 
Guitre Bentley), 99 sees, 


THE EIGHT CLUBS 
AT & meeting of the Member Clubs 
held on 19th March it was decided 
to pay Starting Money to all starters 
in the Silverstone Meeting on 2nd June, 
1951, at the rate of 22s. in the £ of their 
entry fees (team entries apart). ‘The 
‘Committee points out that each meet- 
ing is treated on its merits and it must 
not therefore be assumed that as high 
@ rate will necessarily be paid in future 
years. “Cheques will be posted to com- 
petitors about the end of March. 

Consideration was given to a su 
tion that a substantial donation be fi 
made to the proposed British Racing 
Drivers’ Benevolent Fund, but, while the 
proposal was viewed with favour, the 
Committee decided that the wording of 
the 1951 jementary Regulations 
Sbligod Ih to eivide the’ entity saspioa 
amongst starters without any _ such 
deduction, Entry fees this year wi 
inerensed'bys cuall bum't2' be banded 
over to the Benevolent Fund, 

Plans for 1952 include a Silverstone 
Race Meeting on Saturday, 7th June, 
for which Regs. will be sent to ali 
members during April; and a Rally, 
with more than one starting point, in: 
volving a night road) section, drivin 
teas ot Eastbourne and, possibly, a speo 
hill-climb, between Friday night, 17th 
October, and Sunday, 19th October. 

The ‘Hon. Sec. ig Barclay Inj 
35 Frognal, London, N.W.3. 


N.W. RILEY NAVIGATION TRIAL 
North-Western Centre of the 
Riley Motor Club is 
sporting event on 23th Ma 
be over a glorious area in Derbyshire, 
and will call for navigational skill on the 
rt of the passenger. Ords 
Knew 
Matlock, will be require 
tion from’one control. to 
bevby the map grid reference only, with 


ance Survey 


a variety of driving tests intersy i 
Entry closing date is 19th May. The 
Hon. ‘Sec. is E, M. inwright, 


HSeimor’; Heybridge ‘Lane, Prestbary, 
Cheshire. 


SCOTTISH LOWLAND RILEY 
CENTRE 


(A constanr headache for Rae Falconer 

of the Scottish Lowland Centre is 
the fact that he is convinced there are 
lots of Riley owners who do not know 
that the Riley Club has a Lowland 
Centre with officials in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. Ashe changed his 
address, this keen and energetic secre- 
tary hopes that, interested Riley, owners 
will get in touch with him at 47 Danes 
Drive, Scotstoun, Glasgow, W.4. 


THE ORGANIZATION 


PART 


—THE DRAFTING 


N the ordinary course of things the 

organization of club competitions is 
brought into the limelight oily when 
it is bad or conspicuous by its absence. 
and first-class organization attracts little 
publicity. Nevertheless, faultless organ- 
[zation has its own rewards in the dis- 
persal of a happy band of competitors 
And officials—at the conclusion of an 
event and in the swollen entry lists on 
subsequent occasions. 

It is an undoubted fact that an event 
is a success or failure—excluding the 
weather—before the day of the meeting, 
according to the amount of forethought 
and staff work which has been put into 
the organization of the competition. It 
is proposed to consider some of ‘the 
broad questions of principle and policy 
and some of the smallest details of pro- 
cedure which arise when a club com- 
mittee contemplates the organizing of 
one or other of the manifestations of 
motoring sport. These thoughts are by 
no means exhaustive, but may serve as 
a guide to newcomers to this sort of 
thing and save them from pitfalls which 
are all too often experienced by clubs 
which should know better. 


Preliminary Considerations 


Perhaps the most important factor to 
be tackled when a competition is first 
contemplated is the — down-to-earth 
financial aspect. Few clubs can afford 
to sponsor an event which is expected 
to make a loss and consequent inroads 


OF CLUB 


INTRODUCTION—PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION 
SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 


OF 
By 
STANLEY SEDGWICK 


into the general funds of the clubs 
concerned. Indeed, where a club pur- 
ports to cater for its members whether 
Or not they are interested in the com- 
petition side of motoring, it might be 
difficult to justify any considerable en- 
croachment on club funds for the 
benefit of part only of the membership. 


On these pages appears the 
first part of a fully detailed ex- 
position on a task which every 
growing motor club faces, that of 
the promotion and organizing of 
competitions. These articles, writ- 
ten by one with full knowledge 
and experience of behind-the- 
scenes organizational problems, 
will prove an invaluable guide to 
“adolescent” clubs embarking on 
their first competitions, while its 
comprehensive information will 


be of value to all Competition 
Secretaries. 


COMPETITIONS 


It_is, therefore, almost 
condition precedent that an event must 
be planned to make a profit or, at the 
worst, to break even, although & polic 
timed at breaking even over a season's 
Competitions may justify the running of 
fone or more meetings at a loss if other 
more profitable occasions can be relied 
upon to offset such deficiencies. 


invariably a 


There are three possible sources of 
income which fall to be considered. 
‘The fundamental revenue of club meet- 
ings arises from entry fees payable by 
competitors. The amount of the entry 
fee must be fixed by reference to the 
estimated cost of organizing the event 
and to the pockets of the potential 
entrants. It is possible to assess with 
some accuracy the actual expenditure to 
which the club will be put in respect of 
each individual entrant, ‘Thus, in a 
rally, the compulsory Third Party In- 
Surance premiums may be Ss. per head; 
the road-books cost 2s. each and a pair 
of rally plates 3s; in which case it 
would be known that 10s. of each entry 
fee would be directly applied to these 
items. Having drawn up a budget of 
the remaining expenses to be incurred 
in connection with the competition, 

cluding permit fee, timekeepers’ and 
Scrutineers’ fees and expenses, printing, 
postages, stationery, armbands, travelling 
expenses, ambulance, fire, police and 
breakdown services, "hire ‘of telephone 
and public address’ equipment, and the 
several heads of expenditure peculiar to 
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the event under consideration, it is not 
difficult to equate the total cost to the 
number of probable entrants and to 
arrive at an entry fee which should 
balance the books. Continuing the ex- 
ample referred to above, if the general 
ex] of the pri ‘meeting are 
estimated at £100, then the entry fee 
would need to be 30s. (i.e. 10s. + £488) 
if 100 entries were expected, but if only 
50 are likely then the fee ‘would have 
fo be increased to SOs. if the event was 
to be self-balancing. In determining 
the amount of an entry fee it should not 
be overlooked that the number of 

tial entrants at a fee of £1 may be 
Considerably greater than if the fee was 
three guineas. Only by careful 
balancing of all these factors in the light 
of particular circumstances can the 
gfganizing committee hope to reach the 

jired conclusion—a balanced revenue 


The second and thi ible sources 
of income are admission charges and/or 
from, 


car tage ee cm 
alors amd the et surplus on the 
Stic of programmes. In the majority of 


cases it is unlikely that the competition 
will be of sufficient interest to warrant 
a charge being made for spectating and 
the conditions upon which the course is 
used frequently preclude the making of 
such a charge or even limit the class of 

sons who may turn up to watch. 

ikewise an event which may be seen 
from adjoining land open to the public 
may exclude admission charges asa 
possible source of income. admis- 
Sion of paying spectators brings with it 
separate problems, not the least of which 
concerns Entertainments Tax, and con- 
‘sideration of such factors is ‘thought to 
be outside the scope of the present 
article. The possibility of charging a 
fee for car parking, in addition 10, or 
instead of, an admission charge, merits 
investigation, but the charge should be 
reasonable and commensurate with the 
facilities offered and a paid attendant 

ith no interest in motor-racing may 
well prove more profitable than a well- 
meaning member of the club. 

The sale of programmes is closely 
connected with the number of interested 
spectators likely to be present. I say 
interested advisedly as there have been 
cases where hundreds of passers-by wit 
nothing better to do have swollen to 
prodigious proportions the crowd of 
spectators at a free show, but they would 
no more think of buying a programme 
than of taking part in the competition. 
The problems connected with the 
duction of programmes include "the 
nature and extent of the contents, 
cost of printing, the selling price, the 
number and kind of advertisements to 
be sought and the rates to be charged. 
and, perhaps the most tricky problem of 

|, "how many to print. Only experi- 
ence giined the hard way can supply 
the answers to these questions and, even 
after an event has been held on several 
occasions, itis easy to make a wrong 
lassessment of the demand—with costly 
results, Generally speaking, programmes 

a ‘risky undertaking and, unless a 
ge part of the cost of printing can be 
covered by selling advertising space, the 
possibility of incurring a loss is not one 
to be dismissed too lightly. 

Should an examination of the financial 
prosnects reveal that the club cannot 
command sufficient support from its own 
members to warrant the organization of 


‘an event, there remains one alternative 
to drastic curtailment or abandonment 


This procedure is frequently adopted 
and” uch is have made 
possible the running of competitions 
which participating clubs could not 
alone undertake. As well as additional 
entries the invited clubs usually provide 
marshals and officials from amon, 

their members and generally undertake 
a share of the work involved. Whilst 
‘on the subject of invited clubs it should 
be noted that the acceptance of an 
invitation by a club is no guarantee that 


any of its members will, in fact, take 
part in the event, In’ view of the 
increasing number of meetings it is wise 


to ask a club which it is proj to 
Invite whether an estimate can be made 
of the support likely to be forthcoming. 
Careful watch should be kept upon the 
number of members of the organizing 
club taking part in these Closed Invita- 
tion meetings 19 comparison with those 
of invited clubs. In my opinion, should 
the number of entries from invited clubs 
exceed half the total entries, it is time 
for the organizing club's, committee. to 
consider whether or not it is exceeding 
its functions. Cases have been known 
recently in which it has been difficult to 
distinguish competing members of the 
organizing club amid. the overwhelming 
members from the invited clubs and, 


whilst. such meetings may have been 
financial successes and provided a good 
day's sport, the meetings suffered a loss 
of character and caused discontent 
among members. 

Having sorted out the _ financial 

ition, the club organizing a mecting 
is then faced with the problem of fixing 
the date. This is a task which can be 
of great complexity. It is desirable to 
choose a day which will be convenient 
to likely competitors and in this con- 
nection every effort should be made to 
avoid events of other clubs which might 

it, the entry—likewise the more 
important International and National 
meetings which members are likely to 
attend as spectators should be avoided. 
The avoidance of clashes is not_made 
any easier by reason of the fact that all 
the clubs are attempting the same job 
without a clear knowledge of each 
other's intentions. Some guidance, how- 
ever, may be found by reference to the 
previous year's calendar as there is a 
growing tendency amongst clubs to run 
their events as nearly as possible on the 
same dates each year. It is also 
prising to note that clubs have held 
meetings just before 26th March or just 
after September, thereby auto- 

ly _ excluding 


mati entries from 
members who are not licensing their 
cars for the two winter quarters. 


‘The Drafting of Supplementary 
Regulations 

lems of finance and date 
settled. for better or worse, 
1e outline of the pro ‘com= 
petition having been aj the next 
(pak to be faced is the drafting. of 
supplementary Regulations to govern 

event. ts condition precedent 0 
tackling this tthe s) con- 
Sete tere te 
International Sporting Code "of the 
Federation International de l'Automobile 
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and the General Competition Rules of 
the Royal Automobile Club, as both 


ing 
‘that any: 


It should be noted 


thing in the Supplementary Regulations 
which is inconsistent with the_Inter- 
national Sporting Code and the General 
Competition Rules is void and that if 
the Supplementary Regulations are silent 


Wey to potential en- 
trants in a clear, concise and complete 
manner the nature of the event and 
details of the way in which it will be 
conducted and to this end the RAC, 
have from time to time issued, for the 
henefit of organizing clubs, a ‘guide to 
their compilation. |The great variety of 
the 


Fear cn this subject will Prove petal 
would-be organizers—and those 
following ‘the pro forma will find that 
the securing of a permit is facilitated. 
All too often Supplementary Regula- 
tions are published which are confined 
{fo one sheet of paper containing the 
barest facts about the competition con- 
cerned and, while it is not su ted that 
the more regulations the ter the 
event, there is no excuse for inviting 
entries for a competition without fully 
informing the potential participants of 
what they are letting themselves in for. 
For example, to describe an event merely 
as a series of driving tests is totally 
inadequate and gives a member no guide 
as to whether or not his car is likely 1 
Prove a suitable vehicle, nor does it 
allow him (or her) to assess the nature 
and ar. of the stresses and strains to 
which he (or she) wi 
in order 


car 


the contrary, the Suj 
Regul: 
descrij 


of the method of assessing marks by 
reference to the time taken and the 
penalty marks to be incurred for 

infringements of the regulations. 
fee nom alee or see 
to the proper understanding of Supple- 
Reg nd may be 


mentary lations ai 
strengthened by the inclusion of defini- 
tions of terms used repeatedly or where 
words or expressions have meanings 
other than their usual, interpretations. 
Diagrams should be simple and self- 
explanatory and, if they are not to scale, 
ile tact should be attic 

When the Supplementary Regulations 
are in a form approaching finality—and 
several drafts may have been discarded 
by the time this stage is reached—they 
should be toa non-competin 
member of the club with a knowledge of 
the type of competition to be organized. 
If he is a keen, active competitor in 
similar events, so much the better, but 
he must have patience and the ability 
fo scrutinize, analyse and c the 
draft. His job is to sort out ambiguities, 
inconsistencies and loop-holes and it is 
surprising how much good can come 
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from a constructive criticism however 
carefully the draftsman has tackled the 
task. This work is taken a stage further 
when the draft Supplementary Regula- 
tions are submitted to the Competitions 
Department, together with an_ applica- 
tion for a permit. Sometimes the points 
raised by this Department appear trivial 
and hair-splitting, but there is usually a 
very good reason for any suggested 
amendment. It is easy to become too 
parochial in one’s outlook and thereby 
to miss overriding considerations of a 
national or international character. 
More often than not the scrutiny of 
Supplementary Regulations by the 
R.AC. passes on to the organizing club 
the benefit of mistakes made by other 
slubs ‘and reduces, the likelihood of 
protests being lodge: 

‘The addition ol an index to a lengthy 
set of Supplementary Regulations 
facilitates reference to the — mutual 
advantage of both officials and com- 


petitors and encourages the pursuit of 
Knowledge on doubtful points 

‘Avoid printing the entry form on the 
back of a page of the Supplementary 
Regulations—few things are more 
exasperating to an entrant than to. find 
he has to post half the regulations back 
to the Secretary of the meeting. 

It is important that the Clerk of the 
Course should know the Supplementary 
Regulations from start to finish and this 
can be achieved most satisfactorily if he 
has grown up with them from the first 
draft to the printed copy. A thorough 
Knowledge backed by familiarity with 
the problems and considerations which 
arose in the formulation of the Supy 
mentary Regulations enables the Clerk 
of the Course to answer multifarious 
questions with specd and conviction. 
All persons concerned with the organi 
tion and conduct of a meeting should 
note points in the Supplementary Regu- 
lations which have caused doubt or 
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difficulty and immediately after the com- 
petition is concluded these imperfections 
should be corrected on a “master” copy 
to be put aside until the time comes for 
drafting the Supplementary Regulations 
for a subsequent mecting. 

One final word on the subject of 
Supplementary Regulations—do | make 
them as comprehensive as possible. It 
is customary to send Final Instructions 
to competitors just before the event and 
they have the same force as the Supple- 
mentary Regulations, but it is very 
annoying to receive a set of Final 
Instructions twice the length of the 
Supplementary Regulations or to receive 
post-Final Instructions on arrival at the 
Start. A. little forethought can avoid 
the necessity for such procedures and all 
matters to be dealt with in the Supple- 
mentary Regulations should be under 
consideration many months before the 
event is due to take place. 

(To be continued) 


SCOTCH 
CORNER 


By “AENEAS” 
KIRKCALDY PREPARATIONS— 
ECOSSE ESSAY—TURNBERRY— 

THE RALLY AND THE “REST” 


ARTHUR CLARKSON tells me that the 
Royal Scottish Automobile and Scot 


tish Motor Racing clubs are now 
getting down to business for their 
jointly organized “S00” meeting at Kirk 


caldy's Beveridge Park on 26th April. 
To ensure a first-class entry for the two 
main races of the day the clubs have 
sent out invitations to the Half-Litre 
Club, the B.R.D.C.. the B.A.R.C., the 
Yorkshire Sports CC. and to our three 
premier Scottish clubs. 

These two races will, of course, be 
for Formula 3 cars and ‘the intention is 
to run them off in heats of five. For 
each heat there will be a first prize of 
£3 and a second of £2 and, for the 
finals, first, second and third ‘prizes of 
£25, ‘15 and £10, with an additional 
prize of £10 for the day’s fastest lap. 

This new road circuit is set amidst 
pleasantly wooded parkland and 
feceived favourable comment from Col 
F, Stanley Barnes on his recent. visit 
to Scotland; it is to be hoped that 
good entry from the South for our first 
“500” meeting will be forthcoming. 
There is little need to mention the 
hospitality of their hosts from North 
of the Border 

By the way. the new secretary of the 
Scottish Motor Racing Club is E. B. 
Gange of 34 Castle Street, Edinburgh. 


we XK 120s of Ecurie Ecosse. in 

racing trim, have been tried out on 
the Winfield circuit and David Murray 
is going through all the motions of 
radiating quiet confidence. The blue 
cars give every promise of excellent per- 
formance—but what exactly they 


LARGE AND LIKEABLE”: Sir James 
Scott Douglas snapped at Goodwood. 


achieved on the circuit has not so far 
been disclosed. 

Your Caledonian correspondent _ is 
getting to feel like the villain in a Nat 
Gould novel. Next thing you know the 
cold grey light of dawn will find him 
lurking behind Berwickshire hedges 
muffied and great-coated to the eye: 
brows—but ready to snap his stop watch 
at the first sound of an engine. 

This, I imagine, will bring great gales 
of laughter from Sir James Scott 
Douglas who. with David Murray, Bill 
Dobson and lan Stewart make up 
Ecurie Ecosse. Sir James is very large 
and likeable, but a bit of a dark horse 
so far as ability is concerned. If that 
cquals his enthusiasm he should not be 
completely outclassed by the haute ccole 
of his stablemates. 

H.*©. driver John Brown is the pur: 

“chaser of Bill. Lamb's notable 
Dellow—but not for his own use. The 
car is presently reposing in the John 


Brown showrooms and John will remain 
faithful to his Hurg, although he talks 
of business commitments that will not 
allow him to compete overmuch this 
season. Bad news this, as the Brown +. 
Tyrer duels were a pleasant feature of 
last season's Scottish circuit races. 


TOMORROW sees the first of this season's 

speed events—the S.S.C.C_ sprint 
meeting at Turnberry. This is a mem 
bers’ meeting, but the fires are kindled 
and the final touches are now being 
applied to all those rumoured modifi= 
cations and. skilful adaptations. Tan 
Cunningham is road-testing his Alfa 
Romeo, after spending most of | the 
winter ‘on it, and I hear strange tales 
of a certain Bugatti. “An award winner 
in the recent M.G.CC. (Scottish Centre) 
Sports Rally, W. A. Brearley, looks like 
forsaking the Healey marque which has 
been serving him so well recently. I 
understand he has bought the Tommy 
Wise Jowett Jupiter and, as the first two 
or three circuit meetings take place, it 
will be interesting to sec just what all 


the changes amount to and how effective 
they will prove. We have some good 
young drivers’ coming along and, 


although the calendar seems a bit over 
loaded, it does mean they will get their 
schooling more quickly and bring fresh 
personality to the sport 


#E most eye-catching event right now 

is, of course, the R.A.C. Rally of 
Great Britain, With an’ overnight stop 
in Edinburgh and the test next day on 
Rest-and-be-Thankful there will be an 
opportunity for us to get a glimpse of 
old acquaintances, The speed climb of 
the “Rest” is always a spectacle, and in 
this R.A.C. Rally, with its great_variety 

cars, there should be some interest 
ing_and revealing performances. 

Certainly the afternoon of 2nd April 
should be a crowded one and the, sight 
of some 249 cars going up the “Rest 
is one that 1 would not to miss 
I don't envy officials on these occasions, 
and when so many untoward things can 
occur in a small club rally 1 would not 
be surprised to hear of a certain 
amount. of bulk buying of aspirin at 
RAC. headquarters. 
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THE SAGA OF THE ASTON MARTIN—Part 3 by DUDLEY CORAM 


THE MARK II L-LITRE 


‘THE two previous articles in this duction of “added refinements”. _ when the Mark II was road-tested it 
series dealt with production These types, I believe, however, was appraised on all sides. The new 
models from 1928 to early 1934— were very much in the minority for’ model represented the culmination 
the “International” and the “Le 
Mans”. In connection with the first 
of the two I hang my head in 
shame. I described the final trans- 
mission of the International as “fully 
floating bevel”, which, of course, 
applies to the Le Mans and Stan- 
dard models that followed. The 
description’ should haye read “fully 
floating worm and bevel”. Need- 
less to say many pairs of observant 
A.M.O.. eyes fixed themselves on 
this phrase and my error has been 
mentioned on more than one occa- 
sion, and I am now wondering if I 
will ever be allowed to forget it. 
D.C. 


ANY of those who had been com- 

pletely satisfied with the Le 
Mans model as being all they could 
wish for in a 2/4-seater sports- 
tourer were inclined to look upon 
the Mark II, on its “show” appear- 

e in 1934, as a retrograde step. I 
Tam right in saying that the 
“T” series had much the same effect 
on MG. fans who had learned to 
appreciate the “J” and “P” models 
and did not go much on the intro- 


of design of the 1}-litre sports-tour- 
ing Aston Marti h the ex- 
ception of the as to be 
last of the marque in 1,500 cc 


form, 
Whereas the “Le Mans” was the 
result of gradual changes from 


the “Internationals” the new Mark II 
embodied a number of distinctive 
and decisive changes to engine, 


The engine had a new type crank- 
shaft, a higher lift camshaft, a new 
head, a new design crankcase in- 
corporating a new method of oil 
filtration, a new gearbox and a differ- 
ent form of dynamo drive. Some of 
the earlier cars, however, still had 
the Le Mans camshaft and the Le 
Mans dynamo drive. 

The crankshaft was fully counter- 
balanced, being turned up from a 
solid billet, the camshaft was timed 
at two inches on the fly-wheel before 
top dead centre, an increase of an 


MARK II RECOGNITION: (Left) “ 
im the front look for the radiator 
shutters”. 
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CLASSIC LINES: (Right) The \-litre 
short 2/4-seater, Mark II, in profile. 


MARK Il MOTORING 
Doyle 


(Below) Peter 
racing at Silverstone during a 
‘Club meeting. 


inch and a quarter on the old design, 
with consequently increased valve 
clearances. The head had straight- 
sided combustion chambers which, 
with high compression pistons, in- 
creased the compression ratio if 
desired, but made for a smoother 
engine if left at 74-1. The shaj 
the valve rockers was also altered 
slightly to fit in with the new cam- 
shaft 

With the new crankcase came the 
abandonment of the long gallery oil 


filter which had been used on all 
models up to now. The new oil 
filter. was of the full-flow variety 


which can be cleaned by means of 
a turn of a “tap” handle each time 
the bonnet is raised. Those who 
own “Le Mans” or “International” 
Astons will agree with me that this 
method is to be preferred to the re- 
moval of a number of large bolts 
surrounding the oil gallery. 


ASTON AT EASTBOURNE: (Right) A 

Mark I seen during an Eastbourne 

Rally. At meetings big or small, and at 

any gathering of the public, these 

imposing cars will draw an admiring 
crowd. 


The chassis remained exactly the 
same in layout as the previous 
model but was now much more 
sturdy—but, alas, much heavier. All 
cross-member joints were now gusse- 
ted and six  cross-members were 
used, three tubular and three channel 
sections to stiffen the frame, and the 
friction type shock-absorbers were 
now mounted transversely direct on 
to the axle proper, instead of on the 
front spring holding-down brackets 
as hitherto. 

The radiator now became more 
pointed, had a new streamline quick- 
filler cap to replace the orthodox 
racing pattern and had the addition 
of built-in thermostatically | con- 
trolled perpendicular shutters. 

The body, which resembled the Le 
Mans in almost every detail, was the 
object of a number of “refining” 
attentions. The bonnet clips were 
now of the enclosed pattern, the 
aero screens were now easily con- 
verted to side-screens by undoing 


oo 


four milled nuts, the spare wheel had 
an improved and more imposing 
mounting, the rear compartment 
was properly upholstered and could 
be used as a seat and the instrument 
panel carried more and conven- 
tional-sized instruments, 

Mechanical improvements in- 
cluded Ki-gass starting and con- 
stant length brake cables. 

To sum up the changes of appear- 
ance, the way in which a Mark II 
can ‘be very quickly distinguished 
from a Le Mans is by looking at the 
front for the radiator shutters and 
at the rear for the vertical spare 
wheel mounting. 

The rest of the car remained the 
same, and all the old features for 
which Astons were known, including 
the extended gear change, the full 
cycle type wings and the dry sump 
lubrication system were there 

The new model was a quieter, 
smoother vehicle with more power 

(continued overleaf) 
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Saga of the Aston Martin—conrinued 


available which was unfortunately 
offset. by the increase in weight 
accrued from the new, but heavier, 
engine, chassis and body and in con- 
sequence, the acceleration figures up 
to 40 mph. remained much the 
same as the previous model. At 
speeds over 40 m.p.h., however, the 
extra power made itself felt and the 
whole car had a more powerful feel 
than the Le Mans, Contemporary 
road tests gave the short chassis a 
maximum of 90 m.p.h. 

‘A well-maintained short 2/4 Mark 
I will draw an admiring crowd al- 
most anywhere today even when 
placed alongside modern ironmon- 
gery, and when I say almost any- 
where, that includes the U.S.A 
About this time last year — the 
“Motorama” Motor Show was held 
in California and this is what an 
American pressman had to say of 
one of the three known pre-war 
Astons in the States: 

“Another trend-setter was _ this 
rakish, olive-green Mark II Aston 
Martin dating from the early 
“thirties. These cars increased the 
marque’s very solid competition 
footing and indicated the body lines 
that were to become characteristic of 
the British sports-car. The specimen 
exhibited at Motorama, the property 
of Al Crundell, is probably the only 
vintage Aston Martin in Ameri 
The little car has a 91 cu. in, engine 
of four cylinders with single over- 
head camshaft, and dry sump lub- 
rication, Scintilla ignition, and two 


MARK II MINU 

TI: Close up of 

the front axle lay 
out, oft-side. 


carburetter: External exhaust flex- 
pipes aid engine cooling while add- 
ing to the car's very sporty look” 

In all 164 Mark Ils were made 
and the Aston Martin Owners’ Club 
has aver 100 of these registered as 
being in use at the present time. 

Production finished in 1936 with 
the coming of the 2-litre models. 
The four types of bodywork avail- 
able were the long and the short 
open tourers, the saloon and a ve 
few (I believe only six) drophead 
coupés, and prices. were between 
£500 and £600. 


Aston Martin I-litre Mark TI Model 
1934 to 1936 (Two/four short open 
tourer, four-seater long open tourer 
saloon and drophead coupé). 

69.3 x 99 mm. bore and stroke 
cx. RAC, rating 119 hp 
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Firing order 1, 3, 4, 2. Valve clear 
ances inlet and exhaust 0.12, Timing 
Inlet opens 2 in, before T.D.C__ Rad. 
Temperature 70/80 deg. C. Plugs 
(Champion) R.3...16., 174 18, and 13 

hard to soft; (K-L'G.) M100, M.80 
and M.60—hard to soft—all gaps 15 
thou. Max. Revs. 4,750. Oil pressure 
30 Ibs. Min. safe hot, 15 tbs. Com: 


pression 7.5-1 
COMPONENT CAPACITIES: Oil 2.9 
falls. Cooling system 34 galls. Fuel 


Tyres 18 x $.25-—pressure 


IGHT: 1 ton approximately 
GROUND CLEARANCE: 6 ins. 
PETROL CONSUMPTION: (not Poo!) 
26/27 m.p4 
GEAR RATIOS: speed of 
4.750 rpm.) 
Ist 1406-1 28 mph. 
8.737 45 mph. 
591 66 mph. 
466 84 mph 
12.968-1 30 mph. 
8.105 48 mph: 
591 66 mph, 
466 84 mph. 


(engine 
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MEN AT WORK 
No. 1 
PIERO TARUI 


TARUFFI is one 
of the few techni 
cians who combi 
exceptional engin: 
cering skill with 
real G.P. driving 
ability. During 
W982 he will be 
seen at the wheel 
of Ferrari formula 
and sports-cars, as 
@_member of ‘the 
official works team 
along with Ascari 
Villoresi and 
Farina 


SHOULD TRIALS BE 
CHANGED? 

Majority of Regular Competitors 
Not in Favour of Changing Present 
Regulations 
T is evident from the postcards 
received by Autosport that the 
majority of regular trials competitors 
are perfectly satisfied with trials car 
regulations at present in force. To 
the query “Are you satisfied with 
the present regulations?” 78 per 
cent of the rds received stated 
an emphatic 

However, most drivers are of the 
opinion that cut or mutilated tyres 
should be banned altogether, and a 
number are dead against any move 
to permit locked, lockable, self- 
locking, limited spin. or “tight” 
differentials. 

In view of the results of this poll, 
it will be interesting to see how the 
drivers’ own organization, — the 
B.T.D.A., formulate the proposed 
changes to the R.A.C. 


DOINGS _ IN 


THE DEMESNE 


George Savage (TD M.G.) Wins Armagh Trial 


OSFORD DEMESNE, Markethill, was 
again the scene of motoring activity 
«Saturday, when the Armagh M.C 
held a trial in the grounds. Starting ai 
2 pm,, it was of necessity a brief affair, 
for at’6 pm. the Army was due to com: 
mence one of those intensive mancuvres, 
beloved of officers who do not partici- 
pate in them. 

First test for the 15 starters comprised 
8 27 mopsh, regularity section on a rough 
track round the demesne, and George 

vage (TD) struck winning form right 
away, the best saloon being Arthur 
McAnerney’s Sunbeam-Talbot. This was 
followed by a dicey double see-saw com- 
plete with Y-junction, where Jim Hyde 
(Dellow) rang the bell in the open class, 
and Monte Carlo. competitor Brian 
McCaldin (Hillman Minx) was the 
fastest saloon driver. 

Gosford Castle, built at a cost of some 
£250,000, is said to be the largest house 
in Ireland. Certainly the courtyard is 
more suited to the setting out of tests 
than the average backyard. Where Dean 
Swift once walked, George Savage 
moto.ed, setting fastest time in the third 
test. Always at home in his A90 sports 
saloon, the imperturbable Bob Chambers 
made ‘the .tyres squeal as he registered 
the shortest time in the opposite class. 

Test 4 consisied of two laps af the 
yard, Chambers tieing with Derek 
Walker (Hillman Minx) in the saloon 
class, and Jim Hyde's Dellow being the 
fastest open car. Eric Rowland (Ford- 
M.G.) went off-course somewhat at the 
tightest_bend, but enjoyed himself so 
much that he would have done a third 
lap, had officials not restrained him. 
Spectators watched, fascinated, as the 
exhaust of Jack Neilson’s I}-litre Alfa 
drooped lower and lower, and finally a 
loud clang announced that the expected 
break-away had occurred. 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 

Open Car Class: 1, G. Savage (TD 
M.G.); 2, J. Clendinning (TC M.G); 3, 
E, Rowland (Ford-M.G. 

Closed Car Class: 
(Hillman Minx); 2, B.McCal 


man Minx), 3, 
90). 
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WELL HEELED, SIR! George Savage 

motors his TD rapidly round a marker 

in Test 4 of the Armagh M.C’s Trial, 
He won the open car class. 


clutch of Neilson’s Alfa, understandably 
irked by so much dawdling, firmly and 
finally ceased to withdraw, and the mot 
Juste came from an English spectator — 
(Are these events sponsored by the 
trade?” 


MID-CHESHIRE GOODWOOD 
EXCURSION 


Mid-Cheshire Car Club is running 
@ coach to Goodwood for the 9-hour 
sports-car race in August. The coach 
will be leaving the Mid-Cheshire area 
carly on Saturday morning and return- 
ing on Sunday morning. 
ie total cost of the journey will be 
only 25s, plus cost of admission to 
the course, and the Club. will 
be pleased’ to allocate seats to 
Northern enthusiasts, “whether Mid- 


Cheshire Car Club members or not, who 


CLUTCH CRUELTY: Not a funcral, but a slow-driving test, featuring 


Jack Neilson at the wheel of his vintage Alfa Romeo. Sh 
the clutch gave out. 


About 50 yards had to be covered in 
the slowest possible time for the fifth 
test at the castle. Fortunately for the 
entrants, but unfortunately for their 
vehicles, clutch-slipping was allowed, 
and only sheer boredom prevented one 
of two from spending the entire night at 
it. Robin Sadlier (Hillman Minx) actu- 
ally clocked over cight minutes, but 
John Peile’s similar car quietly seized 
solid after a yard or two. 

Army trucks began to rumble into the 
yard as competitors commenced the final 
test, a backwards and forwards wiggle- 
woggle, with a “Le Mans” start. “The 
markers being set very close together, 
a good deal of mancauvring was called 
for, but Savage really showed how it 
should be done, edging his TD round 
‘with little movement of the wheel. The 


jortly afterwards 


for reasons of high cost or lack of time 
do not wish to book hotel accommoda- 
tion in the Goodwood area, 

Although the meeting is some time 
off, carly application is advisable. 

‘The organization is in the hands of 
Mr. H. Williamson, “Oak Lea", 26 King 
Street, Hartford, Northwich, Cheshire. 


(CHELTENHAM SPEED TRIALS AT 
STAVERTON 
cuosep Speed Trial will be held 
tomorrow, 29th March, by — the 
Cheltenham M.C. over a U-shaped kilo- 
metre of the perimeter track at 
Staverton airfield." The event is open 
to racing-cars, sports- and super sports 
cars and saloons, and begins at 1.30 p.m. 


The 


L-LITRE COOPER-M.G 
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Unashamedly based on the Ferrari 
Mille Miglia*body, the little Cooper- 
M.G, is almost perfectly proportioned. 


the unit to overheat; in point of fact, 
under normal road conditions the 
engine is, if anything, rather over- 
cooled 

Practically no modifications were 
required to. the Cooper chassis, 
beyond the fitting of Mintex racing 
brake linings to the 2LS Lockheed 
system, and the employment of an 
ENV 4 to I rear axle, A 24-gallon 
fuel tank is housed in the tail, whilst 
a rear locker contains the spare 
wheel and provides a surprising 
amount of space for carrying odds 
and ends. As an added safety pre- 
caution, Cliff Davis has cleverly con- 
trived padded knee rests in the 


Test Impressions of the 114 m.p.h. Two-seater Which Caused 
Such a Sensation at the Opening Goodwood Meeting 


QUT of Abingdon, by Surbiton, in- 
fluenced by Modena, realized by 
Leonard and developed’ by Dai 
that, in a nutshell, describes what is 
assuredly the fastest and most de- 
lightful, unsupercharged sports-car in 
Great Britain at the present time. 
Why this country does not reproduce 
this type of machine in mild quantity 
for the export market is something of 
‘a mystery. Here we have a light- 
weight vehicle of infinite charm, 
which, by its performance at the 


ning Goodwood meeting on 22nd 
larch, proved beyond argument 
that it is more than a match for any 


car in its class. 
Originally conceived by Lionel 
Leonard, the “Cooperari”” is basic- 
ally one of the standard Cooper 
sports chassis. Body work is un- 
ashamedly Ferrari Mille Miglia, with 
decidedly more handsome contours 
due to a lower build and altogether 
slimmer outline. The power-unit is 
TC/TD MG. bored out to give al- 
most 1,500 c.c., and fitted with a 
Stage 2'type of cylinder head incor- 
rating several Leonard mods., 
965 valves, Martlet pistons, 
large-bore S.U." carburetters and 
other aids to ultimate performance. 
The Leonard-Davis engine was the 
direct outcome of the extremely 


The neat tail contains a fairly com- 
modious locker, carrying spare wheel. 
tools and so on. 


successful 1,250 c.c. TC unit assem- 
bled by George Phillips for his 1949/ 
50 Le Mans two-seater. Indeed, the 
Cooper-M.G. had one of Phillips's 
engines installed in it last year. 
Careful tuning and meticulous 
assembly has resulted in a 14-litre, 
push-rod engine, developing appro: 
imately 85 b.h.p. at 5,800 r.p.m., with 
an 8 to 1 compression ratio, and 
running on Esso 80 octane fuel. It 
will run well over 6,000 r.p.m. with- 
out a suspicion of detonation or any 
sign of valve-bounce. Indeed, for a 
four-cylinder unit of such proved 
potency the M.G. possesses excep- 
tional smoothness, allied to almost 
perfect traffic manners. No fan is 
fitted, but it is impossible to cause 


driving compartment to prevent any 
tendency for the driver to slide 
about on the seat during a race. 

Clift generously offered his car to 
Autosport for the week-end before 
the Goodwood meeting, an offer 
which was accepted with alacrity. 
Several hundreds of miles were 
covered within the space of a couple 
of days, including acceleration and 
maximum speed tests, and finishing 
up with some fast circuits of Good- 
wood on members’ practice day. 
During the period the car was in our 
hands it behaved impeccably, The 
engine never lost the sharp edge of 
its tune, and one was left with the 
impression that it would run for ever 
at near maximum r.p.m. 
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With only the driver in the car, 
the handling of the Cooper-M.G. is 
beyond criticism. However, with a 
crew whose weight totals some 26 
stone, there is evidence of slight 
oversteer characteristics, which may, 
or may not, be due to over-supple- 
ness of the transverse leaf springs. At 
first, the brakes were disappointing 
and appeared to require more pedal 
pressure than one is normally accus- 
tomed to with hydraulics, After 
about 100 miles of fast road-work, 
the linings bedded down rapidly, and 
the system improved almost beyond 
belief. We learned that brand-new 
linings had just been fitted, ready 
for the opening of the racing season. 

With two up, there was a slight 
suspicion that the clutch was not 
quite up to the power-output of the 
i}-itre engine, as a certain amount 
of slip was experienced during rapid 
take-off from standstill. As this is 
the standard TD M.G. unit, it was 
obviously not designed to transmit 
over 80 bh.p. Nevertheless, with 
only the driver at the wheel, there is 
no trace of slip whatsoever. Wheel- 
spin is strangely absent on the car, 
giving proof of good engine torque 
and excellent weight distribution. 
The road adhesion during rapid 
acceleration has to be tried to be 


appreciated, and this undoubtedly 
contributes largely to the exceptional 
acceleration possessed by the car. 
Under very favourable weather con- 
ditions, with practically no wind, 
and on a dry concrete surface, a 
standing quarter-mile was accom- 
plished in 18,25 secs., using all the 
gears. As no opportunity was avail- 
able for checking the speedometer, 
it was decided to leave over figures 
which depend on the accuracy of 
the instrument until such times as 
it can be checked. 

However we did obtain maximum 


speed. figures, and are also able to 
give the approximate maximum 
speeds in the gears as recorded on 
the revolution-counter, and worked 
out according to the Dunlop 
formula. The maximum will sur- 
prise all sports-car owners. Over 
@ measured distance, and taking an 
average of four runs (two in each 
direction), the Cooper-M.G. recor- 
ded 112.8 m.p.h. The fastest run 
(light following wind) worked out at 
114.6 m.p.h—with the rp.m. indi- 
cator needle well past the “six thou” 
mark crossing the line, 

These figures will help to appreci- 


* 
(Right) The MG 
engine is set_ well 
back in the frame; 
the bonnet lid is 
secured by quick 
release Screws, 
(Below) . . . handling 


of the Cooper-M.G. 
is beyond criticism: 
It is seen here during 
some fast cornering 
‘on an East Anglian 
airfield circuit, 


ate how Cliff Davis was able to lap 
the revised Goodwood circuit, which 
now includes a chicane, in a fraction 
under I min. 54 secs. (75.79 m.p.h.). 
The present sports-car record for the 
circuit stands to the credit of Oscar 
Moore and his XK 120 Jaguar- 
powered H.W.M. with I min. 53.2 
secs. (76.73 m.p-h.}—34 litres against 
1} litres. 

‘The contributing factor to the 
remarkable performance of Cliff 
Davis's pretty little car is the excel- 
lent power-weight ratio. In full 
sports-car racing trim, with about 
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eight gallons of fuel in the tank, oil 
water, spare wheel, battery, lamps, 
dynamo, starter, etc., the Cooper- 
MG. scales just 11 ewt. 2 Ib, This 
gives a starting line p.w.t. of over 
150 b.h.p. per ton, which is roughly 
similar to a good J.A.P.-engined 
Cooper “S00”. 

As we said at the beginning of 
this article, the type of car which is 
exemplified by the admirable 
Leonard-Davis machine would make 
a valuable contribution to our high- 
performance car exports in the 
highly specialized market for sports- 
racing cars. It is delightfully simple 


in general conception and is just the 
kind of machine which would make 
an instant appeal to the type of 
owner who prefers a highly indivi- 
dual vehicle. G. 


SPECIFICATION AND 
PERFORMANCE DATA 


Engine: Four cylinders, o.h.v. (push-rod) 
M.G, 72 mm. x 90'mm, (1,467 ¢. 
85 buh.p. at 5,800 rpm. with 8.3 to 1 
Twin 
S.U, fuel 
ibuior, 
‘4-speed gearbox; 
4, 5.54, 8.28 and 14 to 1. Borg 
and Beck clutch; Hardy Spicer open 
propeller shaft; ENV spiral-bevel rear 
axle. 
Suspension: Independent to all wheels by 
‘springs and wishbones; 
Girling hydraulic telescopic dampers. 
General: Lucas 12-volt electrical equip- 
‘ment; rack and pinion steering; 24- 
gallon rear fuel tank; Cooper integr 
brake-drum alloy wheels: 15 x 500 
Dunlop tyres; Lockheed 2LS hydraulic 
brakes with "Mintex linings. Wheel 
base, 7 ft 1 in. Track, 4 ft, 1 in. 
Ground clearance, 54 ins. Weight 
(Wet, as tested), 11 owt. 2 Ibs. 
Performance: Maximum speeds in gears: 
ist, 33 mph; 2nd, $5 mph; 3rd, 
83 mph; ah, 1146 mph. . Mean 
maximum (average 4 runs, 2 in each 
direction), 112.8 mph. Standing 1- 
mile, 18.35 secs. Average, 4 runs, 2 
in each direction, 19.8 secs. 
Chassis Manufacturers: The Cooper Car 
Co. Lid, Ewell Road, Surbiton, 
Surrey. 
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Correspondence 


‘The Trials Regulations Question 
‘Wrist I cannot at the moment claim to be a regular trials 
driver and so truthfully answer the questions you have 
asked with regard to the current regulations covering car 
specifications, I should like to make some observations on the 
Present situation from a slightly different f view. 

‘The fact that I actually competed in 58 trials in three 
seasons does suggest that I have some knowledge of the 
post-war trials situation and I would say quite categorically 
that I gave up competing in trials largely because of the 

resent regulations, and it is my contention that mine cannot 
Bethe only case 

1 think you will agree that every major tril in 1951 had 
a smaller entry than in 1950 and that, by and large, trials 
entries are getting smaller whilst rally entries are getting 
bigger, and even get trials catering for a different type of car 
increased entries, e.g.. the long distance M.C.C. events. 

It seems to me that at present the whole trials organizing 
ability of Great Britain is concentrated on providing sport 
for few dozen individuals who make up the regular trials 
competitors, wre pethaps fifty competitors who might 
be termed “regular” and possibly another hundred or two who 
might be termed “casual” and I should point out that even 
major trials like the “Gloucester” never exceed an entry 
of 100 and in fact the latter received 84 last year. 

We are informed that the R.A.C, issued some 8,000 Com- 
petition Licences in. 1951 and, assuming that a third of these 
were racing competitors, that’still leaves some 5,300 licences 
to be spread over the rest of motor sport. In my opinion 
very many of these drivers are potential trials drivers who 
would be only too happy to “have a go” if the regulations or 
the course made it possible for them to run a more normal 
motor-car with a reasonable chance of success, or at least of 
finishing with the ear more or less in one picce. 

Frankly, 1 cannot see why the whole trials world should 
be kept to an exclusive little group who number far less 
than the number of officials who, throughout the season turn 
‘out every week-end to provide the sport, of which much of 
the organizing expense must be subsidized from club funds, 
which in turn are built up of the subscriptions of the ordinary 
club member who cannot, and will not, risk a respectable 
motor-car in some of the freak events which are now being 
put on. 

T think that there is one point which needs to be clarified 
in everybody's mind. There has been a great deal of talk 
about the necessity for a change, but nobody is really clear 
as to where it, started or who it js who wants the change. 

am informed by certain competitors with whom I have 
jpoken that a ‘phone call to the R.A.C. produces the answer 
‘the B.T.D.A. want a change", whilst a "phone call to the 
Secretary of ‘the B.T.D.A. brings a reply of “the RAC. 
want a change”. May we please have the truth: is it the 
R.AC., or the Home Office, or the B.T.D.A., of the Present 
Competitor, or the Would-be Competitor, or tie Club Officials 
who have to find these freak courses? 

Undoubiedly something should be done 
to put at rest the minds of present and 
would-be competitors and I would certainly 
like to see the Sport to the extent 
that everybody can enjoy trials if he (or 
she) wants to, without the necessity of 
having to bulid, garage and maintain a 
special motor-cat_for the express purpose 
of driving in a freak event in which only 
an “agricultural implement” has any hope 
of surviving. 

Lonon, W, 


F. Dennis Dent. 


Experience of the 1938 Fiat “1,100” Requiree 
J ©wn «1937 Lancia Aprilia which 1 find 
Tather expensive to maintain. — 1 have 
the opportunity to acquire a 1938 1.100 cc 
Fiat saloon, a car of which I know nothing. 
Can any reader please supply any particu: 
lars of performance. figures, petrol. con- 
sumption, road holding, etc., so that 1 could 
‘compare it with my present car? 
(pore R.A Lime. 
‘COTS, HASLEMERE, SURREY. 


‘Steyr Information Sought 
HAVE contemplated buying a Steyr -motor-car, but know 
nothing of the makers, nor am I acquainted with anybody 

who has experience of the marque. The car is a Type 30, and 

Tam wondering if anyone can offer information, such as year 

‘of manufacture, reputation and availability of spares in this 

country. 

1 append particulars, taken from the dash-plate: Type 30, 

8/40 h.p, 70 mm. bore x 90 mm. stroke, six-cylinders, 2,065 ccc. 

Chassis No, 302661. Engine No. 302061. Reg. No. GGN487. 


Micnart L. H. PAGE, 
Li RN. 


RoAt Naval ENGINEERING COLLEGE, “MANSDON”, PLYMOUTH, 


‘The Curragh Mix-up, 19649 
RE the article “The Alta Story”, published in the 21st March 

issue of the Aurosrorr, I should like to point out that 
the paragraph ‘referring ‘to the _Walker-Sal “Watson 
mix-up in the Wakefield Trophy Race at Curragh is mislead- 
ing, giving the impression that Salvadori's Maserati rammed 
the'Alta. The facts are as follows: — 

The race started in heavy rain. Peter Walker (E-Type 
E.R.A), who took the lead immediately after the start, 
approached Kildare hairpin bend too fast. Realizing this, he 
id not attempt to take the comer but overshot., Salvadori, 
seeing his plight, braked earlier and was in a position to take” 
the corner when Gordon Watson's Alta arrived at a terrific 
speed and ran straight into the rear of Salvadori’s Maserati 

his collision exploded the Maserati petrol tank, the whole 
car being a mass of flames in a few seconds. The fire must 
then have attacked the Lockheed pipe lines as Salvadori found 
the brakes useless, and seeing no future in this, he jumped 
out of the car at Speed. The car then hit a bank at the side 
of the road and was completely burned out. Meanwhile, 
Gordon Watson's Alta, also on fire and out of control, collided 
with Walker's E.R.A.” Fortunately, the fire which threatened 
both these cars was quickly extinguished, 

‘Obviously, as recorded versions of this or similar happenings 
should be accurate, I thought this information should be given 
and corrected. 


W. J. Mansriep, 
Lopow, N17. 


We are delighted to receive letters intended for 
‘blication. We do not insist on typewritten copy, 
Please write ina hand we can decipher, and on 
one side of the notepaper. The Editor is not, of 
course, bound to be in agreement with opinions 
expressed by readers, but this does not mean 
that subjects will be excluded on these grounds, 
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News from 
the Clubs 


SCOTTISH RILEY TEAM TRIAL 


Ds wexvie, trials convener of the Riley 
M.C’'s Scottish Lowland Centre, figured 
out five excellent diversions for the 
club's team trial on 16th March, and 
it was a pity that the entry was not as 
large as it could have been. However, 
Craigend Castle car park made an excel” 
lent spot for the tests and the inhabitants 
of Milngavie, as well as the club mem- 
bers and their friends were treated to 
some nice displays of plain and fancy 
motoring. 
perks eanlaoa. Riley) “waa. the, days 
est performer, giving top-notch displays 
in two of the tests, but A. Mould (Riley) 
wasn't far behind and ‘he also made 
B.T.D, in two tests. The fifth test fell 
to “another Riley exponent, Dennis 
Francis, but Ray Falconer, the club's 
hard working secretary, was attending to 
business as usual and got himself on to 


2 
The day's best incident did not, fal 

ley, marque but, to, Tom 
Knight's little | “Chummy” Austin 
Special. Not in the list of competitors, 
it was a case of anything a Riley can 
do T can do betier—in a spirit of good 
clean fun, of course—but it just so 
happened that it wasn't Tom's day. | And 
while he and Ian Welch, to say nothing 
of the dog, were having'a go, spectators 
were surprised to see Tom and the dog 
go flying into the air while the little 
Austin played “Roll over, like a good 
doggie!” Ian was pinned beneath the 
car but no. casualties were reported 
except that the odd dent will have our 
bold Knight panel beating instead of 
breast plate beating. 

One, two and three on. the results 
sheet were Riley owners, W. Dennison 
(2445), A. Mould (2461) and Ray 
Falconer (3628), 


NEW STYLE MOSS TROPHY TRIAL 


Harrow Car Club’s Moss Trophy 
‘Trial on 16th March was run off in a 
form entirely different to that of previ- 
ous years. It incorporated two relia- 
lity runs, the first at a set average of 
the second with sealed speedo- 
ihe shortest possible distance 
having to be covered. This brought 
competitors to an acrodrome, where 
driving and special tests were carried out, 
and the eventual winner proved to be 
P. Linney in a Ilitre H.R.G., with 
Stanley Tett (A40 Austin) the runner-up. 
Full results herewith 
Moss Trophy. P. Linney 
H.RG). 


Cullen Cup: S. G. E. Tett (Austin). 
First Class Awards: C. Audrey (Riley): 
F. Allott (HR.G.), 
Second Class Awards: F. Tricklebank 
(Morris); G. C. Bishop (Riley). 


500 ce. 


SCOTTISH HALF-LITRE CIRCUIT: Beveridge Park, Kirkcaldy. where 


the Scottish M.R.C 


and the RS.A.C. will jointly organize an invitation 
$00 c.c. race miceting on 26th April. 


The course is used for motorcycle 


racing in an anti-clockwise direction as shown, but the cars will race clock 
wise. (Map reproduced from “The Motor World”.) 


A RENAULT CLUB 
‘cw has been formed for all Renault 
car owners, and especially those own- 

ing 750 and 760 models. New members 

will be welcomed: full details can be ob- 
tained from the Hon. Secretary, Renault 

Owners’ Club, Norman H. Atkinson, of 

7. Belle Vue, Hill Rise, Greenford, 


Middlesex. 
The Club aims to provide many items 
of interest to Renault motorists as well 


aS an attractive social calendar. Entrance 
fee is 10s. 6d., and subscription fee 
10s. 6d. per annum. 


PLYMOUTH “ANON” TROPHY 


Wait known in motor-cyciing circles, 
Bob Harris and C. M. Ray, driving 
specials. were among the competitors in 
the Plymouth Motor Club's 11th Annual 
“Anon” Trophy Trial, 16th March, 
which started from Wrangaton. Forder. 
the first hill, failed E. Ellis and G. 
Edwards. Coarswell -was deemed unfit 
after inspection by the Stewards on Sun- 
day morning. so Bondman was the next 
observed section, a lange gallery of spec- 
‘ators cheering’ on some remarkable 
attempts. R. Hartnoll made a valiant 
effort, but had the bad luck to, strike the 
gate-post. B. Harris and A. B. Napper. 
however, rocketed to the top bringing to 
nine the total of clean climbs on this 
formidable hill 
‘After the lunch break at Loddiswell. 


the trial continued to Bridle Path, which 
took a further toll of failures. The 
gelaway at Alston Wash was surprisingly 
difficult and there was much wheelspin 
‘on the greasy corner. Snails Castle was 
sasier than usual, and four only of the 
entry failed, B. Harris and A. B. 
Napper were the only competitors to 
complete the course without loss of 
marks, the winner being decided in the 


RESULTS 

Anon Trophy and Souvenir: B. Harris 
(1.172 Ford: Special), 50. marks gained, 
Special test time 32:2 secs. 

Runner-up: A. B. Napper (1.172 Ford 
Special), 50° marks gained. Special test 
time 36.1 secs, 

First Class Award: E.R. Jauncey 
(Marden Special), 45° marks gained 


HALF-LITRE BUFFET DANCE 


Fouowns the London Trophy 

Formula 3 race at Brands Hatch on 
Easier Monday. the Half-Litre Club will 
hold a Buffet Dance for members and 
friends in the evening, at the Greenway 
Country Club, near West Malling. An 
informal Dinner takes place at 7 pm. 
followed by dancing from 8 p.m. to 
am., with prize distribution at 11.30 
.m.” Tickets can be obtained from Ken 
Carier, 100 Station Road, Sidcup. Kent 
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jews from the Clubs—continued 
W. B.A.R.C. HILL-CLIMB 


‘Tue South Western Centre of the 
BARC. are staging a Speed Hill- 
climb at Brunton, near Ludgershall, on 
6th April, this event replacing the Good- 
wood Speed, Trials originally booked for 
this date. The Brunton climb is open 
to members of the B.A.R.C. and invited 
clubs, and there are classes for open and 
closed cars sub-divided into capacity 
lasses, and non-standard blown and un- 
blown cars conforming to R.A.C. 
and rally regulations. The hill is 
approximately one-third of a mile in 
length, of good metalled surface, 
Eniries, at one guinea per car, should 
reach the Secretary of the Meeting, G. 
Holland, by Wednesday, 2nd April. His 
address ‘is 98 Stockbridge Road, Win- 
chester, 


WIRRAL 100 SPRINTS AT 
RHYDYMWYN 
‘Tomoxrow’s Wirral 100 M.C. Sprint 

meeting on the twisty ‘mile 
course at Rhydymwyn has attracted an 
excellent entry of 34, with probably a 
few more to come. ‘Amongst the run- 
ners are record-holder Alan Rogers, the 
Reece cousins Jack and Peter, C. A. N. 
May, Lady “Mary Grosvenor," D. 
‘Truman, Arnold all and "Basil 
Davenport his immortal “Spider”. 

‘The course is three miles from Mold, 
‘on the Mold-Denbigh road, and the 
meeting begins at 1 pam, 


CHESTER M.C’s BARTLEY TROPHY 
‘TRIAL 


wm Chester Motor Club is holding its 

Bartley Trophy Trial on 6 il, 
vera course in North ‘Wales which 
includes many hills entirely new to trials 
drivers, 

The event is open by invitation to 
members of the Crewe and S. 
Lanes and Cheshire, Lanes A.C. 
pol, Shellid and Hallamshirc, 

theshire and Wirral 100 Clubs. The 
be at 11 a.m. from Kaye's 
irexham, and 
es at the Liver’ Inn, 


start wi 


Rhydtalog. 


“750” CLUB, N.W. CENTRE 
(A NeW Centre of the 750 M.C. has 

recently been formed in the North- 
West, where there are a great many 
enthusiasts for this type of car. R. 
Pilgrim, of 17 Marland Avenue, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheshire, is the Secretary and 
members meet regularly on the last 
Friday of each month at the, Pelican 
Hotel, Sale, Cheshire. Next “date” is 
28th March, i.e., tonight. 

‘The new Cenire plans to enter a team 
for the 6-Hours Relay Race at 
stone in August. 


A.C.0.C. NOVICES’ POINT-TO-POINT 
= A.C. Owners’ Club's _ second 
annual Novices’ Point-to-Point will 

take place on Sunday, 25th May. It is 

open to anyane, club member or not, 
who has not already competed in more 
than one map-reading event, and who 
failed to secure honourable mention in 


that. This eligibility also applies to all 
members of crews. 

Start and finish will be the Chase 
Hotel, Ingatestone, Essex (on Al2). and 
the route, covering about 40-50 miles of 
good road, will involve no gumboots, 
torches, climbing-irons, compasses or 
other complications. The organizers have 
in fact. aimed at providing a simple 
navigational exercise combined with a 
pleasant afternoon's motoring. 

Starting time will be about 1.30 p.m. 
the entry fee is 7s, 6d., and the map 
required is the Ordnance Survey 1 in. 
National Grid Sheet No. 161. Lunches 
and teas can be arranged. Entry forms, 
ec, from: N.L. Drew, $4 London 
Road, Brentwood, Essex. 


ALLARD 0.C. A.G.M. 
e Annual General Meeting of the 
Allard Owners’ Club was held on 
Wednesday, 12th March, at the “Masons 
Arms", Maddox Street, 'W.1. under the 

airmanship of Sydney Ailard. 
"The following officials were elected for 

1982: — 

Chairman and Treasurer: S. H. Allard. 


Secretary: J. H. Appleton. 


AuTosPORT, MaRCH 28, 1952 
Press Representative: F. Dennis 
Dent. 

Committee: FG Cyptien, A. G- 
Imhof, J. Lockyer, ST. H. Lush, Dr. 
Reynolds, F. Rogers, 


The many visitors included Jack 
Reiss, Chairman of the Northern Centre, 
which was recently inaugurated, 

Amongst the many events which are 
planned for 1952 are two Gymkhanas 
and an air-trip to Le Mans, about which 
information will be published shortly. 


LEICESTERSHIRE LARKS 


ETENTING the Beetle” would appear to 

be a combination of treasure hunt 
and beetle drive, but, be that as it may, 
it is the title of an event which has been 
arranged for Leics C.C, members by Roy 
Ingham for this Sunday, 30h March, 
There are certain essentials for the fuli 
enioyment of the run, these being an 
Ordnance Survey map’ of Leicestershire, 
a tube of glue and a pair of scissors. 
The start is at Lee Street Car Park ai 
230 pm. 


SECOND TIME SUCCESSFUL 


THE MAIDSTONE AND MID-KENT CLUB’S NIGHT NAVIGATION TRIAL 


D'sarroneren when their first attempt 

‘at organizing a night navigation trial 
two years ago was not exactly a success, 
Maidstone and Mid-Kent | M.C._ tried 
again on the night of 15th/16th March, 
and they did not stop worrying until the 
first, few competitors returned to base 
in the early hours of the morning. 

‘Then it was clear that—thanks to tip- 
top organization—the trial was a great 
success and will probably mean that such 
trials will become regular events in 
Mid-Kent. 

The start and finish were at the Swan 
Hotel, Charing (six miles from Ashford), 
and there were 36 competitors, There 
were 10 check points and they varied 
from a small bivouac in the middle of 
four acres of gorse and scrub to a well 
built canvas lean-to in a dip at the top 
of a miniature mud precipice. The 
latter was complete with blazing log fire 
and portable wireless neither of which 
could be seen or heard from the road. 
Several of the competitors confessed 
later that this particular check point had 
been pin-pointed more accurately by the 
smell of frying sausages wafted down- 
Wind than by the usual six figure map 

The use of decoys was not overdone 
and the general attitude of the marshals 
‘went a long way to ensuring the success 
Of the ‘event. One competitor. who 
arrived back at “The Swan” with a com- 
pleted route card, was heard to mumble, 
"Can't understand these marshals— 
they're all so —— cheerful!” 

Il the check-points were within a 
nine-miles radius of Doddington, the 
total length of the course was about 80 
miles, and sheet 172 of the O.S. map was 
required. Several competitors provi 
their own “aids to navigation” with 
large scale maps and squares of 
accurately marked mica. 


A special section on the concrete cir- 
cuit of Detling airfield, which would 
have settled 


tary Harry Fuller. 
3°2all conversion job but was only half 


‘completed when something else turned 
up! However, everything worked and 
many competitors successfully negotiated 
a long line of empty oil drums, 

Secretary Fuller toured the check 
points during the night and returned 
shortly before 4 am, to find that some 
of the entrants had returned. ‘They were 
unable to enter the hotel because the 

ce was locked up and the manager 

\d also been touring the course with 
Mr. Fuller. 

Those who finished carly missed 
the fog which made the road surface 
damp and which turned to heavy rain 
soon after dawn. 

Breakfast was greatly appreciated and 
the first results were announced at 7.45 
am. From these it was clear that, in 
at least, the humble “eight” could 
just as in a night navigation 
trial_as the bigger motors. 

‘There were no untoward incidents and 
no serious in fact’ the 


best performance was J. I, Bremner 
(Lancia Aprilia) who dropped only nine 
ints. His crew-members were R. D. 
ingdon and J. G. Hedley. 
‘A tankard for the next best perform- 
ance went to L. J. Stretton in his faith- 
ful Alvis 12/50 ($8382) who dropped 
74 points. Another tankard for third 
best went to J. Pocock of Maidstone 
(80 points) and a consolation prize went 
to R. S. Howard (Consul) who dropped 
87 points. 


ws, 
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MIDLANDS RALLY TO 
SCARBOROUGH 
HE Pathfinders and Derby M.C. have 
now issued regulations for thei 
Midlands-Scarborough Rally, due | to 
take place on Friday and’ Saturday 
25th/26th April. Clubs invited to com: 
pete. in this Rally are the County C.C 
(Derbyshire Sports Cars), Grimsby 
McC, Leics, CC. M.CC., "Nottingham 
S.GE., Scarborough and District. M.C 
and the Shenstone and District C.C. 
type of vehicle complying with 
Regs. for Trials and Rallies will 
gible, and there are separate 
awards for standard cars and “specials” 
The Rally starts from the Markeaton 
Hotel, Allestree Lane, Derby, first_com- 
petitor leaving at 10.01 pm. on Friday 
evening. The course will be between 
300 and 400 miles in length, over non- 
damaging roads, finishing ‘at. Scar- 
borough, where final tests will be held 
in the ‘Albert Road. The w 
concludes with a Concours dE 
‘on the Marine Drive on Sunday 
tries close on Wednesday, 9th 
April, and should be sent to the Secre- 
tary of the Rally, J. A. Leyland, at 15, 
Eastwood Drive, Littleover, Derby. 


BOULEY BAY “INTERNATIONAL” 
JReautations for the Jersey M.C. and 
‘LCC's Bouley Bay International 
hill-climb on 24th July have been issued 
well in advance to enable competitors 
to secure accommodation on the Island. 
The popw ‘of Jersey as a holiday 
resort has resulted in many hotels being 
fully booked up for the season already 
and intending participants are advised 
get accommodation fixed up as soon 
as possible. 
Bouley Bay awards include £100 and 
a Trophy for B.T.D., £50 and £25 for 
and third, and £10 for each class 
Entry forms and all communica- 
ing to the event should be 


addressed to the General Secretary 
H.W. Rawnsley-Gurd, Lyndhurst, 
Ralegh Avenue, St. Helier, Jersey 


MID-CHESHIRE'S SPRING TRIAL 


‘Tue Spring Sporting Trial run by the 

Mid-Cheshire CC. on 16th March 
was won by Bill Underwood's Ford 
Special, with Edgar Wadsworth’s blown 
special’ the runner-up. The following 
are the provisional results: 

Best Performance: W. Underwood 
(Underwood); 2, E, B. Wadsworth (Ford 
Spl. Sy, 3, J. Raynor (Ford Spl. Sh: 4 
D. Pritchard (Ford Spl.) 

. U/a: 1, W. Underwood; 


500 cc. S: 1, E. B. Wadsworth; 2, 
J. Raynor. 


CASTLE COMBE ON 12th APRIL 
we Bristol M.C. and LCC. have 
issued Regulations for their Race 
Meeting at Castle Combe on Saturday 

April. ‘The programme will com- 
se six races, of which four are for 
sports-cars, one for Formula 3 cars (in 
lap heats and a 10-lap final), and one 
a Relay Team Race. 

Clubs invited to compete are the 
Bugatti O.C., Half-Mitre Club, Hants 
and Berks M.C., Vintage S.C.C, and 
‘West Hants and’ Dorset CC. Entries 


VINTAGE GALLANT. 


during last Sunday's Chilterns Trial of the M G.C.C 
suffering a puncture 


was dogged by had luck 
bending 


must reach the Secretary of the Meeting, 
E. Storey, by 31st March. His address 
is 21 St, Oswald's Road, Bristol 6 (Tel. 
36529). 


LEICS. ©. 


BROWETT TROPHY 
TRIAL 


‘Tie Browett Trophy trial was run on 
16th March, 1952, over a sporting 
th a small but enthusiastic 
specials” 
Ken Towle, the Honorary Comp. 
Secretary, found over a dozen sections, 
several of which were new, and most 
of which were good and “sticky” 
Smeeton, where the route lay through 
@ pond, proved to be the worst, with 
no competitor getting by without loss 
of marks. 


Provisional results were announced as 
follows 

Browett Trophy & Replica: O. F 
Williams (Dellow 5), 

Ist Class Award: H. H. Mayes (Mayes 
Spl.). 

2nd Class Award: H. F 
(Dellow). 

Novice Award: W. E. Wykes (Dellow 
S) 


Chambers 


SUNBAC EVENING FROLIC 
Two- to three-hour night navigation 


run is planned by Sunbac on 
4th April. Following a Noggin and 
Natter at the Lyttleton Arms, near 
Hagley, competitors will set off at 


9 pm. armed with O.S. map. torch and 
soon, into the night. What lies be- 
fore them is not revealed, but survivors 
return to the Lyttleton for supper 
Between “Il pm. and midnight 

Details will shortly be available on 


the second Sunbac Rally to Weston- 
super-Mare, which takes place on 
4th May, Specials, saloons, sports-cars 


and motor-cycles will hobnob together 
‘on this outing, which features a Con- 
cours, a Queen of the Rally competition, 


D. M. Davis's Invicta_on Chor 


ey Farm Hill 
(SE. Centra). He 
then hitting a stump and 
ie front axle, 


and tea with the Mayor in the Town 
Hall 3 3 


NORTH MIDLAND A.G.M. 

ON 17th March, the North Midland 

McC. held their Annual General 

Meeting at the Devonshire Arms Hotel, 

The following Officers and members of 
the Committee were elected: 


Chairman: J, H. Hudson. 
Vice-Chairman: J, W. Fleetwood 
Treasurer: E. C. Hamlyn. 


Trials Secretary: T. C. Harrison, 
General Secretary: L. H. Rew. 
Assistant General Secretary: R. Costi- 

gan 
Captain: R. F. Beasley 
Equipment Officer: P, Chapman, 
Chairman Social Committee: K, A. 

Scales. 

Press Secretary: Mrs. M. Parker, 
Committee: D. J. A.” Parker, 
Hodgson, R. Kirby and P. Maine, 


VERSATILITY TRIAL 
ce again the Versatility Trial, joint 
effort of the Hants and Berks and the 

Bristol Clubs, comes round, its second 

running taking place on 26th April, 

Open to sports and touring cars and 

designed as a one-day test of driver and 

car versatility, the event is open to 
members of the two organizing bodies 

and to the Cheltenham, London, 750, 

Sunbac, Vintage and West Hants and 

rie eer me pe ola 
jirkett Trophy and a special award, 
Entry closing date is 19th April, and 

the Secretary of the meeting is Dougla 

Johns, of 48 Reading Road, Woodie; 

Reading, Berks. 


ay ere 
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ARTHUR MALLOCK WINS HARTWELL CUP 


A “Special 


For some years past the Hartwell Cup 

I, organized by the West Hants 
and Dorset C.C,, has been held in West 
Dorset and has been a fairly difficult 
one for the ordinary car, but a walk- 
over for the special. To restore the 
balance between the types, a method of 
taking into account the weight distribu- 
tion of the car was first tried last year 
and became known as the Jesty Experi- 
ment. It was perfectly simple: marks 
were awarded in the usual way but they 
were then multiplied by the weight on 
the front wheels and divided by that on 
the back. The result’ was an over: 
whelming win for the normal car, be- 
cause several succeeded in climbing all 
the hills, as did the “specials”, but the 
latter were then pushed right out of it 
when the formula was applied. 

This year it did not work out that 
way at all. In the first place A. M. R. 
Mallock (1,081 c.c. Austin Spl.) added 
we cwt. of metal ballast to the front of 
is car and thus obtained nearly fifty 
fifty weight distribution at the expen: 
of some increase in total weight. In the 
second place. a new route in the Purbeck 
Hills was tried which consisted largely 
of grass hills on chalk. It rained and 
fery few competitors could climb them 
with normal cars, whereas Arthur Mal- 
lock climbed all seven and so gained 70 
marks. Application of the formula re- 
duced. this slightly to 67.9. The next 
best competitors gained $0 marks by 
climbing five hills, These were: D, C. E. 
Johns (Austin A90), G. N. Dear (Ford 
10 saloon), and A. Saunders (Hillman 
Spl The jatter had made no attem 

ter the rear concentration of weig! 
so that the figures pplving the 
formula, were: 50.8; 50; ‘and 31; respec- 
tively, 

The first hill, Blashenwell, near Corfe 
Castle, was a very long one rising out of 


Wins the Second ~Jesty Experiment” 


a farmyard. It looked very rough be- 
‘cause since the Club had surveyed it the 
farmer had pur down several loads of 
rough stones, and given it a somewhat 
formidable appearance. It was divided 
Into two sections and had to be tackled 
twice. The first time round the first 
section gave little trouble, the second 
failing about half the entry. On the 
next time round rain had made the 
second section so difficult that that part 
of the hill was deleted. Section 
Two, Cucknowle, caused only four 
failures out of the 33 starters, though 
P.G. Cooper (Ford Spi.) was unlucky 
in shearing. an axle shaft key 

The next two hills, Sledmere 1 and 
Sledmere Il, were straight chalk, climbs 

h caused many failures in the rain 
incidentally. had. spent the 
ght in the A.C. Owners’ Club 
and had thus had no slep) 
N. Dear were both excellent on 
the first, but failed on the second. A. 
Saunders with the Hillman Special was 
the only driver, other than. Mallock, to 
climb Sledmere Il, but failing on ‘the 
first part through lifting his foot at the 
wrong moment, lost the advantage that 
would have gained him, 

The last hill, AMflington, would have 
been quite simple on a dry day. In the 
rain, only Mallock even looked like 
climbing it, and thereby consolidated his 
lead. 

The thed at the Grosvenor 
Hotel, Swanage, where the provisional 
results were ‘announced within 15 
minutes of the end of the trial. Al- 
though the new route was rather rougher 
than the Club had intended it to be, the 
only competitor to suffer real. damage 
was Jobn Jesty himself. His Riley holed 
its petrol tank, and the loss of so much 
petrol at 4s. 3d. a gallon was quite heart 
rending 
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PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


Hartwell Cup, Best Performance of the 
Day: A. M. R\ Mallock (1,081 Austin 
Spl}, 70 marks gross, 67.9 nett. 

‘Merchant Cup, Best Performance in 
opposite Class: D. CE, Johns. (2,660 
Austin), 50 marks gross, 50.5 nett. 

‘Other Award Winners: G. N.” Dear 
(1,172 Ford). 50, gross, 50 nett; G. W. 
Cottle (Lancia), 40 gross, 44 nett; H.R 
Jesty (1,265 Hillman), 40 gross, 44 nett: 
Lt-Col.” "O'Hara Moore (1,971 
Bristol), 40 marks gross, 42 nett; F 
Downs’ (Sunbeam-Talbot 90), 40 marks 
gross, 39.6 nett: G. C, Langdon (Sun 
beam-Talbot 90}, 40 marks gross, 39.4 
nett. 


SNETTERTON RACE MEETING 


N extensive programme of races \s 
planned by the Aston Martin O.C 

for their race meeting at Snetterton air- 
field on 3rd May 

There will be 10-lap races for Formule 
libre and Formula 2 cars, with a first 
prize of £50 in each; a sports-car event 
in Slap heats and a Slap final, for which 
the winner. gets £25; and a. Slap race 
for Aston Martins with another £25 for 
first place. 

For the sportscar race, handicapping 
will be accomplished by chicanes ol 
varying severity, a system devised pre- 
war by the Junior Car Club for their very 
successful International Trophy races ai 
Brooklands. 

‘Clubs invited to compete will include 
the Bentley DC, BARC, CUAC 
. MG. “and MCC. Closing 
Sete for entries in'Ziet April Secretary? 
of the Meeting is Tom Stewart, and his 


address: 98 “Hillfield Court, Belsize 
Avenue, London, N.W.3 


. NIGHT TRIAL, 
Provisional Results 

Winner: W. S. Cave (Navigator D. 1 
Coats), Chiltern C.C, (Standard Van: 
guard), 21 marks lost. 

Ist Class Awards: H. B. Cundall, H. 
and B, (Riley 9), 33 marks lost; P. J 
Haffenden, N.L.EC.C, (Morris), 40; J. A 
Higginson, Hand B: (Standard 14), 43 
R. PN. Stark, H. and B. (Vauxha 
Velox), 47. 

2nd Class Awards: J. R. Kynaston, 
N.LE.CC. (Austin A40), 62 marks lost! 
S. E.'Salmon, A.C... (A.C), 66 (and 
Buckland Trophy for best A.C.0.C 
member driving an A.C); P. A. Bartlett 
H.GA. and AC. (hire Riley), 69: 
J. RL. Barrett, H. and B. (Jowett 
Javelin), 71; W. H. Barber, H. and B. 


HGCA. and AC 
R. G, Henderson, A.C.O.C. (A.C), 96, 
(Full report to be published next week.) 


ANOTHER SOUTHERN SUCCESS 


(Morris Minor), 94; 


SY IMHOF (1250 Imhof S) won 

last Sunday's M.G.C.C. (N.W. Centre) 
Cockshoot Trial, held in the North 
Wales area. Full results of this “classic 
will be published in next week’s issue. 


1 in 1: Ken Bailey's Bailey on “The 
Rise” during the M.G-C.C, (N.W. Centre) 
Cockshoot Trial last week-end. 


(= 
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FOR SALE 


ee ee 


Major Guy Gale is offering his well-known Atitre 
IRtgo Special TALBOT-DARRACG for ale. 


This car is the holder of the course record at Bo'ness (40.5 sec. 


old course), Syston sports-car record, and has held the 
sports-car record at Shelsley Walsh, 42.21 sec.,from 1939-51 


Brooklands lap speed, 129.36 m.p.h 
Standing kilometre, Brighton, 30 sec. 
Standing quarter-mile, 15.98 sec. 


Successes are too numerous to mention (see Motor Sport. June, 
1951). Road equipped with full windscreens, two up. 
0-60 m.p.h., 9.5. sec. : 0-100 m.p.h., 21 sec. Speed on present 
axles, 118’ mph. Ready for 1952 season. Apply to 


AUTOMOBILIA LTD. 
PIPPBROOK GARAGE, DORKING, SURREY 
Tel.: Dorking 3891 


FAIRLEY STEELS 


are used in the Manufacture 
and Production of many of 


BRITAIN’S F MODERN 
RACING-CARS 


100 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 


of 
STEELMAKING IN SHEFFIELD 


is only one of the advantages 
of dealing with 


JAMES FAIRLEY & SONS 
LIMITED 
BRAMALL LANE. SHEFFIELD 


Manager: Phone: 
i. W. Phillips 20723 


[a 


| | ROTHWELL CLOTHING CO. LTD. 


SCHOOL LANE, ROTHWELL, NORTHANTS 
Telephone: Rothwell 368 


ROLL-EESI 
RACING OVERALLS 


New Continental Style Overalls in all sizes and colours. 
Please state height and chest measurement when ordering. 


PRICE £5-0-0 cod. 


ROLL-EESI 
RACING SHOES 


As worn by all the leading drivers. 

Leather soles, full flexibility, 

weigh only 20 ozs. All 

colour suedes. State size 

and colour required. 

PRICE £2-5-0 
cod. 


Blakes 


THE Northern sports 
and RACING car 
specialists 


UY and sell racing and sports- 

cars of all types. Specialists 

in vintage Bentleys. Write for 
list and quotations. 


J. BLAKE & CO., LTD. 


110 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL 


ROYAL 6622. "Grams: “Autocar, Liverpool” 


RTT, 
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‘News from the Clubs—contd. 
NORTHAMPTON & DIST. C.C’s 
FIRST ANNUAL DINNER 

Te 


remarkable growth of the 

Northampton and District C.C. in the 
‘one year of its existence drew comments 
from Reg Parnell, Club Secretary B. J 
Thorne and the Mayor of Northampton, 
Cllr, Frank Lee, at the Club's first 
annual dinner, held at Overstone on 
14th March. ‘Twelve months ago the 
‘Club was formed by less than a dozen 
enthusiasts, yet membership now stands 
at 283, 

‘Speaking on the subject of the B.R.M., 
Reg Parnell said that while, theoretic” 
ally, the car is a world-beater, he “could 
not stand another season waiting for it 
to run.” P. A. Thornton, pro} the 
toast to “Motor-Sport”, ‘called it” “the 
sport, of the wealthy ‘enjoyed by the 
poor”. In his reply, John Bolster 
Observed that the value’ of club life to 
the sport as a whole could not be over- 
estimated. 


‘Ts Veteran Car Club's programme of 
events this year includes the follow- 


ing:— 

12th April. Rally to Esso House, 
Abingdon, and Driving Tests. 

36th April... Rally to, Metropolitan 
Police Motor Driving School, Hendon, 
and Driving Tests. 

24th May. Rally to Sheringham, 


31st May, Rally to Stourbridge, and 
Driving Tests. 

2ist_June. Rally to Hastings, and 
Speed Trials. 
eae eats imetiwoete Memorial 
‘rophy Meeting—Rally to Biggleswa 
and’ Speed Trials. 

26th July. A Speed Hill-Climb at 
Dorki 

‘%th August. Yeovil-Montacute Rally. 
7th "September. Hull-Scarborou, 
Run and Concours d’Blegance. 

13th September. Rally to Chester. 


“LQ. ON THE RUN” 


‘Tue Cemian M.Cs Social Event on 

23rd March entitled “LQ, on the 
Run® resulted in a win for Michael Day, 
driving a Ford Pilot. Runner-up was 
Bernard Winchester (Standard 8). 

Cemian’s Chiltern Cup Trial takes 
place on 27th April. This event is suit- 
able for standard cars, and starts from 
Holispur, near Beaconsfield, at 2.15 p.m. 
Entries will be limited to 25. 


THE HIGHLAND THREE-DAYS’ 
RALLY 


‘Tus Scottish S.C-C’'s popular Easter 
week-end event will be in the form 
of a Rally only this year, and will be 
centred on luxurious Gleneagles Hotel, 
Perthshire. The start will be on Satur: 
day, 12th April, from Falkirk lee Rink 
and’ an interesting route through some 
of Scotland's most beautiful countryside 
leads to Gleneagles and the first-class 
amenities of the hotel. 
On the Sunday afternoon a short road 
n through Fife will enable com- 


uty spots “of the “Ki : 
Monday's Poute leads farther north and 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


March 28th-30th, _Lyons-Charbon- 
niéres Rally, France. 
Bentey ‘Drivers Club Eastbourne 
March 29th. Scottish SCC, Turn- 


berry Sprint Meeting. 
BA.RC. (Yorks) Rally, West 
Riding. 

Cheltenham M.C. Rally (C.) 
M.G.CC, (SW. Trial, Mendips. 
MGC. (NE) Rally, Yorkshire. 
Wirral 100 MC. Speed Trials, 
Rhydymwyn. Start 1 pam. 

March  29th-30th. Maidstone and 
Mid-Kent MC. Trial, Kent. 

March 30th. 4.C.LF._ Montlhéry 
Race Meeting (S. and T.), France. 
West Essex C.C. Chelmsford Speed 
Trials, Boreham Airfield. Start 
10.30 am. 

Severn Valley M.C. Driving Tests. 
East Anglian M.C. Driving Tests. 
Furness District MC. Milibrow 
Trophy Trial, 

Yorkshire S.C.C. White Rose Trial. 
Connacht M.C. Henderson Cup 
Trial. 

March 3ist-April Sth. A.C. Inter- 
national Rally of Great Britain, 
Starting points Scarborough and 
Hastings. 

April 3rd. Jersey M.C. and LCC. 
‘Speed Trials, St. Quen. 

4th-9th. Rallye du Soleil, 
‘Cannes (T.), France. 


ends at the “Golden Lion” in Stirling, 
where results will be announced in the 
evening. There will be tests on cach 
day and a most enjoyable week-end’s 
motoring is promised for the low ‘entry 
fee of £1. The extremely reasonable 
rate of £4158, per head for meals and 
accommodation from Saturday evening 
until the final dinner at Stirling, includ- 
ing all the Gleneagles facilities and a 
packed lunch on Monday, should prove 
most popular in these days of expensive 


rallying. 
fe are classes for open and closed 


cars over and under 1, and there 
will be no outright winner, prizes going 
to first and second in each'class and the 


best lady competitor. 

Entries close on 31st_ March and 
should be sent to Bill Callander, 100 
West Regent Street, Glasgow. 


BENTLEY D.C. EASTROURNE 
RALLY 


‘Tlovay (28th March), tomorrow and 
‘Sunday will see the Bentley Drivers’ 
Club staging their most ambitious Club 
event of the year, the annual Eastbourne 
Rally. A total of 90 entries includes 48 
Bentleys, plus representatives from the 
Aston Martin, Lancia, and Lagonda one- 
make clubs," also from the Vintage 
S.C.C. and the mobile police. 
Competitors have the choice of six 
starting points: Londo: 
Newmarket, Alveston, Fi 
Uckfield. “That familiar venue the 
“Lambert Arms”, Aston Rowant, is the 
first control point for all but the London 
contingent, who drive via Baldock. From 
Aston Rowant the route heads for Box 
Hill, Surrey, this stage being “secret” 
and’ containing nine check points. 
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Following breakfast, the Goodwood cir- 
cuit and a regularity speed test are the 
next objectives; then comes the run into 
Eastbourne, the six speoial tests on 
the front, and finally, on the Sunday, the 
Firle hill-climb. Principal award is the 
Eastbourne Challenge Trophy, presented 
by the Eastbourne Corporation, for the 
driver who accumulates the ’ smallest 
number of debit marks during the three- 
days" event. 


EASTERN COUNTIES TOURING 
‘TRIAL 


N entry of 24 cars assembled in 
sworth Avenue, Ipswich, on 
Saturday, 15th March, for the start of 
3 Touring Trial at 2.30 pm. The route 
took competitors first to Reydon. acro- 
drome for a special test to decide any 
ties in the road section, then along a 
route, with a secret check about 
midway, to Thetford where an excellent 
tea was obtained at the Anglian Café. 
After tea competitors were sent off in 
the gathering dusk on_ the pigce de 
résistance of the Trial—70-odd miles of 
‘unclassified roads along a route defined 
by six-figure map references, Here the 
average speed was set low at approxi- 
mately 22 mph. although some com- 
pleted the route in the region of 28 
mph, average. The finish was at the 
Red ‘Lion Hotel, Marilesham, where 
provisional results were announced by 
closing time. This was the most ambi- 
tious and toughest navigational tral 
organized by the Club and placemen 
can be proud of their achievement. 


RESULTS 


1, N. Perkins (Healey Roadster), no 
marks ‘lost; 2, R. Barton (Standard 
loon), 5; 3, W. Jacobs (Allard tourer), 


. . . 
ASTON MARTIN 0.C. FILMS 


Wednesday, 19th March, the Aston 
Martin O.C.’ held a very successful 
Film Show at the British Council 
Cinema, Hanover Street, London, W.1. 
The programme was excellent, beginning 
with a pleasing pot-pourri of clut 
events, featuring many Aston Martins, 
wrth "delightful commentary by Tom 
Stewart. Two K.L.G. motor-cycle films, 
‘one on trials, the other on racing, drew 
gasps from the audience, the advent of 
Geof! Duke in car-racing with a DB3 
being subsequently viewed with more 
than trepidation, Castrol’s. Habershon / 
illiams “European Motor —Racit 
gained well-merited applause, while the 
concluding film was the Socony Vacuum 
“Indianapolis”, remarkable for the 
colourful cars, the even more colourful 
shirts, and some magnificent racing- 
Truly a great evening's entertainment. 


(CLUB FIXTURES 

789, MC. CM.W. Centre).—Monthlyssecting, 280 
ures, Folisna Hoe, Sake, Chesbire 

Bentley ‘D.C—Mectines (priot to. wart of East- 
‘Base Ray), sath March, Ship Hoel, Alveston 
Wed loa, "Atherstone, Warwicks., 6 punt 


BA.R.C.—Dinner/Dance, 29h March, Hyde Park 
Wott,“ Kaishusbridee, S.W-1, 7 for’ 7:30 p.m. 


Po 
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Services, Supplies and Spares 


For “Zriplex* REPLACEMENTS and 
WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


D. W. PRICE & Son Ltd. 


NEASDEN LANE, N.W.10 CULMORE ROAD, S.E.15 
GLADSTONE 7811-5 NEW CROSS 2856 
SAVOY PARADE, ENFIELD TANCRED ST., TAUNTON 
ENFIELD 3170 TAUNTON 2993 


RADIATORS 
i EA meena camo oe) | (ATT AY tees vanes 
PRE-SELECTOR GEARBOXES OIL COOLERS 


have been used successfully 
for many years 
° 
CONSULT US ON ALL PROBLEMS 
GALLAY LTD. 


| SCRUBS LANE + WILLESDEN + LONDON + N-W-10 
| enscitnd wih DELANEY GALLAY LTO, Londra 3644 


ee WEST ESSEX Engineering | WANTED for spot cash 
ee CARS of ALL TYPES 


Manufacture 


| Hours of Business 
To BMW Owners | | shrenatts NDSMITH 
: paced 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 
(HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 4041 (/0 lines) 


W. JACOBS & SON | 


WANstead 0660 


WE SPECIALIZE in SPARES & REPAIRS 
(as MILL GARAGE @p 


< Chigwell Rd., S. Woodford, E.18 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


PRESS TIME: 
TUESDAY 10 a.m. 
Tel: PADGington 7671-2 


CARS FOR SALE 


ALLARD 
£350 FOR QUICK SALE, ex Leonard Power. 
1947, special 2aeater, 350 vailes ince £90 
Pees. any “inapsetion. "Warnell, 11 

‘The Popiars, Ferrie, Worthins 


"Paddington 
JALNIS “SiverEatie’ 1935, ‘beautiful condition 
‘Engine overhauled and not funn, Hew carpet, 
tea ihe. cic Richards and Bown. 3 Ringers 
Dad,” Bromley, Kent. Tel." Ravensbourne. 7487, 
JA Uv 13/58 0 1959 dear, cacllom econ 
‘eal condition and paintwork. £188 -— Richards 
‘nd “Brown, 2 Ringers "Road, Bomiey, Reot 
Ravensbourne 6479015 
T9BS ALVIS oer 4eater, cosine reveals 
 overhauied by Works, new hood and cover, 
lovely lines. {235 or “near offer“ Culle Osrase 
Frome. Phone 2311 
1930 , ALVIS, 16195 , wide 2acater _ dickey 
mechanically” wood,” excclient tytes, Body 
ini, 3 S04. ERS orn, 
‘Street, Baity, Doncaster 


ASTON MARTIN 


ASTON MARTIN ibtre, 1934, excellent com 
AR hig, recent enine overt.” Seen Yorkshire 


Merchane, "39" Sine 


AUSTIN 
AUSTIN Swallow. overhauled stroushout. 614s 
New everything. Watson, 251 Stockport Road, 
‘Cheadle Meath, Stockport 
ILSTER, good condition. £165.—Box 


LT. 


BEAN 
EAN 11.9 1923 tourer, ia beautiful condition 
Everyhing works Kept By an enthusiast. | 675 
Ge Hidewin,SHlnes” Hl” Wosknante 


BS.A. 


BAStl, ROY, LTD. B.A, Sco spares, com- 
“plete "stock. whsieasle "and retall16i Gt 
fond Street, Weis Langham $958 
DELLOW 

SUPERCHARGED DELLOW. win 

950 sperer Car omsed in tras, porte Son 
‘dilon.— Gers Box 607 

REAM DELLOW supercharsed, ex-Ken Burts. 


MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. tavite you to 
‘Inspect the finest selectioa of reconditioned and 
sea FEAT cin 


Balderton street (opp. ‘Seliridges clock’. 

Wal Mayfair 31065, Open 995, "Sats. 91 
FRAZER-NASH/BMW 

PORTUNITY OCCURS to secure Le Mans 


BQB FRAZECNASH/WMW. immaculate con 
diton, gr exchange tae Morris, Minot ‘or 
260, Renault’—Nobie, Kelleythorne, Driteid. 
Yorke 


FHEEALEY. 1952 modets of both saloon and drop- 
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by 


MORGAN 
oRCAx, 4, Gel et ey, ein 
Arias See amb 
Fk metas, nota te 


Balsa, W.5. BAL 0570 
RACING-CARS 


WILL BUY a very well-known 1,280 e. 


blown sinele-seater sprint care” Cong lst 
of success, mint condition” together” with many 


1948 HEALEY Durcun saloon, wo owners 
gooar green, 18,000" miles, exceptionally 
ist cae te Waa. bad. "7 Hanover Court 
ara. Hanover Sires, Liadon,"W.1. Phone: MAY 


his 
JAGUAR 


1949 ME. ¥ JAGUAR saloon, 12,000 mies 
hisck, brown. wpalsery 

dean cart.” P-Ward,” Lid.. 7) Hanover “Court 
Yard, Hanover Street. Lindon,” W.t. Phase: MAY 
oi 


pos pillatiew. saloon 

ta the country. RLA.C. report. "E42%.—Wadcot 

Motors, 150-8 Went End Lane, NcW.6. Hampstead 

Moss z 
LANCIA 


LANCIA, Aprilia saloon, Ase wim 
2939 ane Ine ome. Checked) Malla 


factory 1589, Celluiowe dul, tut otherwise (0 mine 
Sonditoa. "Nov rust whsuoever. Every” con: 
Scivahie extra, 34 imps exceptionally taste evs 


Of exchange cheaper ca 
tooth 28 


s"Beechey Read. Bourne 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
IP YPE_s00K MERCEDES foursome 4h. coune 
very beautiul cat. F.-Ward, Lid. > 
Hanover” Court Yard. Hanover’ Stree, 
Wat. Prone: MAY vide 


MG. 
JZ MG Profemionally sued with Ford 10 
ccnsine’ (works reconditioned), and new close 
fatio ‘gearsot”  Whoke "cat in teally. god con 
Sition "eae ono. Also quantity Of 2 engine 
Sparex—Asieys Garage, Tulketh Street, Southport 
* receluloned, works overhauled Iast 
‘Orient “Taslor, #3 Walton Run. 


tendon. 


MG. 2,22, Metre spore 2acater. and 
AG. admeraos sparce” £155 0.n.0--Lawrence, 
Oskiea, Nutley, Sumer 

MAGNETTE NA 1954, extensive 
MLG. .ncthoricat reconditioning, 2003 


‘ores. Batteries, small appearance. "Must sell 

esiStrestham ‘Stee. Adoiscombe 2846 
PECIAL streamlined sunshine coué. § hip. PA 
Stes, Ge Waceol_ Motors 1508 Wot 


eget. enor, odin. i 


Sites “WENiey 035s 


738, Lea Bridve oad, 
enon 4461 


Tenn, E10. 
£T5 OF OFFER, Nov, 198, 


chasse. A bit bent 
ind wishes Bex 813 


MERCURY 
OFFER 


1937 BROUGH SUPERIOR 22 hp. 

ater d’h coupe. excellent con- 
dition, resprayed. engine over 
hauled. 25m.p.g..taxed year. £2! 


1936 BROUGH SUPERIOR 29 hp. 
S-seater d/h coupe. exceptional 
order. resprayed. 85m p.h., 20m.p¢. 


‘sheets 


taxed year. £278 
1930 4)-LITRE BENTLEY open 
4-seater, fitted with S-litre engine, 


resprayed and hooded. new tonneau 
cover, super condition. Taxed year. 
E245 


Selection of over a dozen good 
sports cars to choose from 


Terms or Exchanges on ony car 
with pleasure. 


MERCURY MOTORS 
383 Northolt Road 
SOUTH HARROW 

Middlesex 
BYRen 2087 
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BOE GERARD CARS. Abbey Lane. Leicester 
‘are the Distributors for 
Gooner 


‘ieee Kitten 1 is for sale. Owner reluctantly has 


Sen Cheltenham. 
Write MARTIN CADBURY, 
Werinter) Lid 


or eartnce etal 


tre engine. 


‘ihn ‘and’ rads aval fot Formula} events. ZF 
‘ai ahd spare heads, etc. €X80, 


tae Gamann, 


Dinon coaine, cr eran nearbos, in pind 
‘es. 
M.G. Sports 
inercharaed: norteal induction avalate, 1s Coc 
Sod TBE ier Hake Trophy, Sivrsione 195 
(Nicholson E378. 
“400 cc. Racing-Car, 

\ubular chasis, Plat susbenston, Lockheed brakes, 
Newton ‘sinale’ cum, ‘ex Be Collis, complete a 
tars 

500 ce. TT. NORTON, 
win cam roworscycte, complete, pet 
‘methanol Pistons, used practice sntye £378. 


ant 


Genuine enauirers please ring, as we are anable 
to eal with correspondence. "Offers Tor any OF the 
nove cars. to: 

WAWTHORN, 

TOURIST THOPHY GARAGE, FARNHAM, 
SURREY. 

Tels 3303" 
peo S Se ak ee 
RILEY 


HILTERN CARS offer a choise of (wo RILEY 
‘ips from 365 


‘Alto a auite ‘exceptional 
Tape," Letebion 


rank, "modined “clutch. head and sump pods. to 

(Ge shell bearings.” Ready. to race, £573. The 

‘other “not 49" modified, 480. Photograpis 4nd 

arther etal. “Hos 

1938 TILEY Utitte Gctisbe Kestrel saloon, 
sreen and cream, £433 —Mootive Moto 


chassis parts’—-d6 Lughow Road, Wondbank, Stock 


ROVER 


ROVER 10 1936 Special short hasan. 2/4-at 
oen sports, new tyes, ruse cxMaus. cy 


yey “Motors, S30 Covent 
Road, Smait Heath, B'ham. Vicrorta Oo. 


STANDARD 
(OV, 1947 STANDARD 14, heater, radio. ex 
‘cellent condition, tyres as nem. £RS0.~-Aur 

Crate Garages Hayes, Mids. "Hayes 0208 


SUNBEAM 

OBA SUNBEAM Steed Treats, excetiens con- 
ion. €4128.—"Montrac Motors, 81 Epping 

New Road, Buckhurs Hill, Exes. Phone: Buc 


Biss it 
rRuMPH 
TRIUMPH to roadster, colour sreen, 
1949 ses cio, 6990-1 Fe Wad, Lik 
itanover Court Yard’ Hanover Se. Landon W 
Prone MAY olan 


fa. 
‘Stemhoud Avenue Strestham Hill, S.W-. 
‘ett Tube Hil lod and sis 


SPECIALS 
UPITER SPECIAL, Ford Mercury _casine 


1949 BARROW SPECIAL. 18 hup. £475. Many 

ards. Actodyaamic toads, Vaurhall com: 
ements, all as ew. engine Jess than 2.000 males 
S’phoae "Malden S471, write "Roredene™, Wits 
Ena, Everabolt, Bletchley 


DLITRE sports seater, Alstyne canine 
194 eerie Mowe Mars Warres ‘Sree! 
London, WI." EUSton 4140 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


THE SPORTS-CAR PEOPLE 


THE WINDMILL GARAGE, GREAT WEST ROAD, 


BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX 
(Telephones EALing 8841-2-3) 
3 minutes from Northfiekls Tabe Station 
(Piccadilly or District Lines) 


1996 A.C. 16 hip. d/b., with dicey 


g 


980 tard 12, mileage 1,250 1,100 
1935 Alvis Speed 20, V.DLP. vourer tas 
1934 Alvis Crested Eagle 20 bp. saloon 148 
1997 Awtin 16 Cabrioiet os 
1938 Austin 10 Cabriolet ms 
1991 Beetiey 44 blower, V.D.P. tourer. £498 
1990 Bentley Sire, 100 mph. os 
1988 Bentley 4$-lire V.D-P. water ous 
926 Rentley Red Label J-lire saloon ars 
1928 Bentley Red Label tourer ees 
1995 Delage 24-tnre, Type D.8.15, Permander £325 
1948 Ford Jeep shooting brake as 
1999 Ford VE SIA converte saloon 6s, 
1933 Ford § 4-door saloon -. ass 
1938 Franee-Nash/BMW catislee ons 
1940 Hillman Mine saloon, spotlemt cas 
1997 Hotehikie Paris-Nice, d/n. foursome |. £628 
1935 Lagonda 4}-titre Kapide chasis as 
1933 Lagoada 16/80 sao ans 
1938 Lagveds 16/80 V.D.P_ roadwer ors 
198 MG. 12 3) 1195, 235 and E35 
1935 M.G. KN Magnetic pillarles saloon .. £175 
1938 MG. PA 8 hip. 2aeater aes 
1934 MG. PAS hp. date ns 
1932 MG. 12 cuss. 
1933 MG. 1 tr us 
1934 Mercedes-Benz (ype 370 d/h. coune £495 
1938 Morris 6 saloon (2) (275 and C295 


1926 Rolls-Royce 21.6 hp, saloon, Cooper 


‘coune 
1936 5.5, Jaguar 2}-tre saloon (2) "E148 and £198 
1935 S54. 16 ip. d/h. foursome 198 
1937 Talbot 75 18 hip. saloon, manual bor €275 
1947 Triamph 1800 roadster ces 


Thece Monthe’ Written Guarantee. Never Jess than 
“PUty Spoctscears be stock. 


415 


BROWN’S of LOUGHTON, 
High Road, Loughton, Essex. 


Phones: Lowehton 4119 and 3438 
(Trove minotes Tube Central Line!) 


1. LESTER 

offers: 

LAMGIA Z-scater sports, consisting of Lancia 
‘Aususta chassis ted with 1949" Lester MG. 
Gauinc.” As fully deserted in AUTOsPORt, “20h 
Febrary, 1953. eas. 


1947 MG. TC. immaculate, £650, 
1939 LANCIA Aprilia (choice of three, including 
‘Farina dropheadt. From £478, 
These and many others from 
1H LESTER (Cars), LTD. 
Math Road, Thatcham, Berks. 
"Fel: Thatcham 3129, 


ROLAND DUTT AUTOMOBILES LTD. 
Unigue Sopercharsed AUBURN," Resltered seven 
years only, maintained completely x delivered hy 
nal upper, 
Tunine and Maimenanee 
ts LATYMER "ROAD,/"TONDON, Ww. 
TADbroke 3136. 


SPECIAL BARGAIN. 
1967 HUMMER Hawk saloon, left-hand drive, ey 
Taxed year 
‘585, 

WALTHAMSTOW MOTOR CO., 


E145 Go Sen MG 1 i. counes 75 
00) Sep.) Mulan Munya pee 
on oa 0c ep.) Aus Sr Mec 

Tavs C180 dep) Alvis Speed 20 ¥. 
tourer "Many ahr avaliable ail on HCP: 

‘vated 


oie wal a Give kway 
iiane,- Tooting. 
Hours 


BAL Dam 24784 tins 
ff business: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m, Monday to Saturday, 
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onderake 
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DEVIATION: Jimmy Millard (Morford) runs a spot wild during a 
reversing manauvre. 


ST. PATRICK'S DAY TRIAL 


Murray's New Special Wins Premier 


Irish Motor Racing Club's St. 

Patrick’s Day Trial, held in conjune- 
tion with a motor-cycle trial run by the 
Dublin and District Motor-Cycle Club, 
proved a fairly tough event covering 
nearly 120 miles of mountainous and 
extremely rough roads. The average 
speed of 24 mph. demanded by the 
organizers sounded easy but in view of 
the stiff and long climbs and bad sur- 
faces it permitted no one to dawdle. The 
route covered the areas of Ballysmutton, 
Wicklow Gap, Glendalough, Troopers: 
town, Glenmalure, Glen of Imaal and 
Blessington and for any that had time 
to look around them it was indeed most 
magnificent scenery 

The ear trial was split into two separ- 
ate categories—saloons and open cars, 
for which certain tests and parts of the 
route differed. The morning run to the 
Royal Hotel, Glendalough, included four 
tests and four time checks and, after a 
lunch stop of 14 hours, the return route 
included six tests and seven checks. The 
tests were well designed but spoiled by 
the fact that only one of them was run 
fon a decent smooth and firm surface, 
the remainder leaving the saloons at an 
enormous disadvantage, a condition 
made far worse by the fact that the 
specials and open cars ran through first, 
leaving the surface in a very chewed-up 
condition in most places. Of the 10 
tests, Kevin Murray in his new special, 
the M.M. Mark 2, made best perform: 
ance in four, was second best in three 
and third best in another. Johnnie Bell in 
his Belford Special was best in two tests, 
second in one and third best in two. Jack 
Gibney in his Ford Special won one test, 
shared winning time with Torrie Large’s 
M.G. TC in another, was second best 
in one and third in two. Large also was 
third best in one difficult test and gener- 
ally drove magnificently the whole day, 
his being the only standard sports-car to 
win a first class award. 

For some strange reason. presumably 
connected with the long climbs in low 
gear, a number of competitors suffered 
Petrol pump troubles, including Jack 
Stevenson in a Hillman “Minx” saloon, 


and AUTOsroRT’s reporter, com) 
a similar car, An excellent perform: 
was put up by M, P. O'Flaherty driving 
a Volkswagen saloon; he was, extremely 
neat and fast in all tests and won the 
saloon class despite a reverse gear which 
sounded as if it was about one thousand 
to one in ratio, 

Murray's famous oli Mercury-engined 
MM. special appeared in the hands of 
Paul ‘Soden who handled this extremely 
potent and tricky vehicle very well, 
making best time in one test and winning 
a second class award, Colin Hi 
drove his Hillman “Minx” very, well 
is a somewhat hairy “novice” to win 
the Novices’ Award! It amazes us that 
Johninie Bell is able to pilot his famous 
little vehicle at all without the aid of 
a [periscope and a gas mask, there is 
such a volume of smoke in the cockpit 
these days. However, that he can, and to 
good effect, is proved by the fact that 
he won a ‘good first class award with 
third place behind Jack Gibney, Cecil 
Vard discarded his new and very fing 
special to, appear in a Ford “Sonsul® 
saloon, which he drove to such good 
Purpose as to be placed second in the 
saloon class despite a somewhat poor 
steering lock for tests. 

The usual order changed for the Ole 
brothers, Jack in his unblown Dellow 
managing to finish 24 marks ahead of 
Tom in tent blown edition of the 
same, model, both taking first”class 

Altogether this was a good and ver 
well-organized trial but far too rou 
‘over the road sections and too sticky in 


the tests for normal saloons, at least 
at the average speeds set for them. 
H: A. O'B. 


RESULTS 
Serine Cup: K_ Pe Murray (M.M.2), 81) marks. 
Flest ‘Clase Awardse' J. Gioney {Ford Spi); 


4,"Bell Beifordy. sok: J.C. Millard CMortord) 
Soy. Obie (Dei , Oble (eliow), 

Mi Caver (MLV, Sif; TN. Large (MG), 48h 
sen, a6; ‘mA Tard (Dallow, 

Fara’ (Ford: Spt), 33 

AL Youne (MG), 

Gleeson oO) 


wards. 'C."Hogan (Hillman), 6) 


yr. 


ae 
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bE I couldn't be more of a lay 
But the maker of my car recommends Energol. 
My garage owner uses it in his own car. 


So I use it too. And as I find starting 
easy all the year round, and rarely have 


(poe 
running trouble, I think you should use 
ENERGOL, THE OILIEST OIL says the woman driver. 


Recommended by leading British motorcar manufacturers 


PRICE’S LUBRICANTS LIMITED 
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